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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION Q see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

Winthrop Center contains most of the town's architectural ly significant municipal and 
ecclesiast ical bui ldings dat ing f rom the 1870's-ear ly 1930's. Th is area also contains a relatively 
extensive concentrat ion of res idences whose cot tage- scale contr ibutes signif icantly to the 
charm and interest of this area. Part of at least one of these dwel l ings dates to the late 18th c. (257 
Winthrop St . ,MHC #2_5z) whi le most were built c .1840's-1900. Highly visible landmarks in this 
area, by vir tue of their tall and dist inctive towers include St. John 's Roman Cathol ic Church at 
Winthrop and Lincoln Streets, (1912-1922, M H C # X£F?), First Methodist Church (1930, MHC # 
and the Winthrop Center Fire Stat ion's hose dry ing (?) tower on Pauline Street. Located at the 
southeastern corner of the proposed historic district is the old section of the Winthrop Cemetary 
which may date to as early as the 1830's (MHC#£" ) Th is well maintained, tree shaded cemetery 
provides we lcome green space within a densely built up port ion of the Town Center. A 
memorab le symbiot ic visual relat ionship exists between the old Winthrop Cemetary and St. 
John 's Episcopal Church, a wood shingle c lad Victor ian Gothic chapel-scale structure located 
at Bowdoin and Buchanan Streets.The heart of this area is a locally historic cross roads which 
converge at Metcalf Square, formerly Co lumbia Square and include Winthrop, Hermon and 
Paul ine Streets. Metcalf Square is bordered on the north by the ample lawn shared by the 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [ g see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development ofthe area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

( The first English settlement in Winthrop dates to the 1630's . Originally, Winthrop or Pullin Poynte as it was 
' called, was an area of scattered farm houses .As early as the 1750's Point Shirley was the first area of relatively 

( dense settlement in Winthrop. Winthrop Center evolved as the focus of the town's municipal, religious, 
commercial and residential life over a period of about 150 years.This development was characterized by slow 
growth between the late 18th century and Winthrop's incorporation as an independent town in 1852. Winthrop 
Street was the first thoroughfare in this area, set out as a cross-town road as early as 1699. The establishment of a 
school house in 1805 on the site of the present police station at Pauline and Hermon Streets, Metcalf Square 
suggests that a sufficient number of families lived in this area to identify it as a rural village.(this school house is 
said to have been recycled as the second floor of #278 Winthrop Street (c. 1856, MHC#2S if). At least one late 18th 
c. house and possibly more (interior inspection required to ascertain construction dates) survive in and around 
Metcalf Square. The nucleus of the old Samuel Belcher House at 257 Winthrop Street (MHC#£5$ exhibits timber 
markings and foundation treatments that suggest a c. 1780's or 90's construction date. Another late 18th c, 
dwelling known as the Burrill House once stood on the site of the Wadsworth Block.(MHC#Zf^) The William 
Belcher House at 131 Winthrop Street (MHGi&^which appears to be a c. 1840's Late Federal/Greek Revival 
residence, may have been constructed decades earlier.In any event, this house provides a glimpse of Winthrop 
Center when it was home to farmers and fishermen.By the time of the town's incorporation as a town independent 
of North Chelsea (Revere), Winthrop Center could easily have been called Belcher Village with yet another mid 
19th century Belcher- owned farm house at 75 Hermon Street (MHC#r*#. During the early 1830's, a religious 
revival swept Winthrop resulting in the construction of a Methodist Church at Madison Avenue and Winthrop 
Street in 1834. This was the first church established in Winthrop, prior to the 1830's, Winthrops' families 
worshipped in Revere or, in the case of the Bill family during the 18thc. rowed across (continued) 

, BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 
' Winthrop Maps and Atlases-1852,1873,1886,1896,1906 and 1914 

( Chelsea/Winthrop Directories-1882,1884,1886,1887,1890,1893,1895/96,1899,1901,1906,1908 
Winthrop Directories-1911,1913,1916/17,1924,1931,1936,1942,1947 
William H. Clark's History of Winthrop (1952) 
Frost Library photo files 
Our Streets-Winthrop Constitutional Bicentennial Committtee (1987) 
Interviews with Peg Hinckly, Warren Davis, Rich Ferino and Ralph and Mary Seriani 
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds. 
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Property Name: Winthrop Center 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Architectural Description cont inued -Renna issance Revival Frost Library (1898, MHC# l ?2.) and the 
Georg ian / Rennaissance Revival T o w n Hall (1928, MHC# ), both designed by Wil lard M. Bacon; 
(continued) to the east is the Colonial Revival First Methodist Church (1930, MHC#i3 \ ) and to the 
south west is the Romanesque/Georg ian Revival Wadswor th Block (1890's, MHC# and the Police 
Station (built as a U.S. Post Office in 1 9 3 2 , M H C # i ? j , site of o ld Town Hall of 1855). In addit ion to the 
Wadswor th Block, the other architectural ly signif icant commerc ia l building in this area is the old New 
England Te lephne Co. at 20 Madison Avenue, (c.1912, M H C # u ^ ) The NET building is chastely 
rendered, constructed of brick and is noteworthy for its f ine terra cotta t r immings. Represent ing the 
social/chari table aspect of late 19th century Winthrop is the Masonic Hall, which despi te al terat ions is 
still an architectural ly signif icant bui lding, dat ing as its gable 's ornamenta l plaque notes to 1892. (198 
Winthrop street, MHC#2Vfc)The western edge of the district encompasses the brick Georgian Revival 
Fire Station of 1898 ( M H C # H - t , W .M. Bacon architect), brick Jacobethan/Georg ian Revival Edward B. 
Newton School , (1907, MHC#/«f7-) whose lot includes the site of the school 's circular gold f ish pond, 
brick Will is School (1920's) and the wooden Victor ian Gothic Baptist Church (1871). The Christ ian 
Science Church at 165 Winthrop Street b lends Classicism in the form of a monumenta l co lumned , 
pedimented portico with Georgian Revival w indow t reatments and detai ls (1920's, MHC#2^5). 

Winthrop Center 's possesses the town 's most comprehens ive col lect ion of residences reflecting 
almost the full range of historic structural fo rms and architectural styles found elsewhere in Winthrop 
(the except ion being the type of substantial Shingle Style house that character izes so much of the 
Highlands ). The long evolution from sparsely sett led rural vi l lage to densely sett led town center is 
represented in modest ly scaled farm houses dat ing f rom as early as c.1790 to the mid 19th century. 
Here and there , styl ish and substant ial late 19th century Queen Anne and Colonial Revival 
res idences rub e lbows with the aforment ioned, earlier, cot tage scale dwell ings. Possibly the earl iest 
residence in the proposed Winthrop Center Historic District is the Samuel Belcher House at 257 
Winthrop MHC#2St) . Al though it looks like a c.1840's Greek Revival house with tall w indows , its 
basemet exhibits t imber mark ings and foundat ion construct ion that suggest a construct ion date of 
c.1790. Another house that maybe older than its Greek Revival surface t reatments suggest is 131 
Winthrop. (MHC#z,«/2.). Like 257 Winthrop Street, this house's earliest known owner was a Belcher. Th is 
connected house (three cont iguous components) appears on the Winthrop Map of 1852, but may 
have been built decades earlier. A portion of 278 Winthrop Street ( M H C # ^ d a t e s to 1805. T h e 
second floor of this dwell ing is reported to be the one room school house which stood on the site of the 
present Police Station from 1805 until 1856 when it w a s removed to accomadate the construct ion of 
the old Town Hall. Other Winthrop Center dwel l ings which date to at least the 1850's include 57 
Buchanan Street (e la te 1850's, MHC#Z6) which may represent the work of Vermont-born Winthrop 
builder and real estate developer George S. Shaw and 11 George Street MHC# ^z) which w a s moved 
from an undetermined location during the early 1900's . Th is house blends Greek Revival form and 
fenestrat ion with Italianate brackets and almost certainly dates f rom the first decade of Winthrop's 
incorporat ion as an independent town. Dating f rom c.1860 is the well preserved Italinate 35 Fremont 
street (MHC# ^ ) . Built for c lergyman George S. Day, this house may well represent the work of 
George S. Shaw, builder of Winthrop's first Town Hall. 291 Winthrop Street ( by 1870,MHC#£$ and 
329 Winthrop Street (c.1873, M H C # i $ are Italianate cottages that contr ibute to the unique charm of the 
Town Center. Situated on a hedge bordered corner lot, 319 Winthrop Street blends Itlalianate 
cross-shaped form,bays and bracketed lintels with q inqerbread barqe board ornamentat ion that mavbe 
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Architectural Description cont inued -The most substantial , full b lown example of the Itlaianate Style 
in the proposed historic district is 158 Winthrop Street (c.1860's, M H C # 2 ^ . Retaining granite fence 
posts and sti l l-ample yards, this stately cupola topped residence provides a gl impse of Winthrop 
before intensive late 19th century development. Contr ibut ing to the architectural interest of the Metcalf 
Square area is a towered Italianate / Mansard residence at 233 Winthrop Street, built for Edward S. 
Freeman, a Lynn-based printer c.1883.(MHC#2&/)- Mansard roofed bui ldings are not well represented 
in Winthrop but a modest Italianate /Mansard wood f rame house is still extant at 30 Cora Street, 
(outside the boundar ies of the proposed district, built c.1870's, M H C # 3 ^ ) . The Queen Anne Style is 
represented by residential examples ranging f rom the restrained to the exuberant. T h e former type 
includes several examples at the northern end of the district which are of interest more for their form 
and massing rather than ornamentat ion-these include the c.1885 Char les H. Day House at 350 
Winthrop Street (MHC#zto) and 355 Winthrop Street (C.1885, note its i n tac t , belvere topped stable 
( M H C # / # ) . 180 Winthrop Street (c.1890, MHC#2#») i l lustrates the predilection for a variety of shingle 
shapes on irregular structural fo rms on the part of bui lders working in the Queen Anne Style. 100 
Fremont Street possesses the irregular form and pleasing surface textures typical of the Queen Anne 
as well as an unusual lunette attic window with ornamenta l surround.(c .1893,MHC#7>) 141.Winthrop 
Street (e la te 1880's, MHC#z^3)represents a locally rare mix of red brick on the first f loor and wood 
shingles on the upper f loors rather than the more typival c lapboards/wood shingle Queen Anne fabric. 
By far the most exhuberant expression of this style is the towered Dr. Horatio S. Soule house at 270 
Winthrop Street (c.1883, MHC#2fy) with its intact ornamenta l panell ing, Queen Anne window sash 
and variety of shingle t reatments.This house has recently been painted in an appropr iate manner and 
is now truly one of the domest ic architectural gems of the proposed district. The Colonial Revival Style, 
a l though util ized in the design of this area's churches and public bui ldings is not wel l represented in 
the domest ic architecture of the Town Center, in part, because this area was almost completely built 
up by the t ime this style came into vogue in Winthrop dur ing the 1890's. Stellar examples of this style 
however, are to be found in the originally identical residence and hospital of Dr. Ben Hicks Metcalf at 
170 and 174 Winthrop Street, respectively (1895-97, M H C # 2 ^ . By 1900, Winthrop Center was 
essential ly complete ly built-up with the except ion of public bui ldings like the Town Hall, First 
Methodist Church, Christ ian Science Church and Post Off ice (Police Station) which replaced exist ing 
"out moded" structures. 
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Historical Narrative continued -Boston Harbor to Old North Church in Boston's North End.The third 
First Methodist Church was built in 1930 at Metcalf Square (MHC#zso).The old port ion of Winthrop 
Cemetary seems to have been establ ished c.1830's-possibly at the same t ime as the organizat ion of 
the Methodist Church on land former ly owned by Bills and Belchers .By 1856, Winthrop began to assume 
an architectural identity recognizable as a town center with the construction of a Greek Revival/Italianate Town Hall 
(demolished in 1929 )by Vermont -born carpenter George S. Shaw. He was a major land owner in this area and 
evidently built a number of mid 19th c. Winthrop Center dwellings including 57 Buchanan Street (MHC #26 ) and 35 
Fremont Street (c.1860, MHC#^o ) .Overt ime, transportat ion Transportat ion developments tr iggered 
residential development at the town center. Whi le there is little evidence that the first bridge links with 
East Boston's Orient Heights in 1834 tr iggered house construct ion at the Town Center, it is more likely 
that the coming of the first stage coach line between Winthrop and Maverick Square in East Boston in 
1848 d id have an impact on house construct ion activity at Winthrop Center. Example of possible 
transportat ion improvements- related mid 19th century development at Winthrop Center are George S. 
Shaw's residential development bordering the segment of Buchanan Street west of Winthrop Street 
( including Fremont Street) of the mid-late 1850's and Hermon S. Tewksbury 's development that 
included Hermon, Cora, Lincoln, Centre and Atlantic Streets as well as parts of Winthrop and Main 
Streets of the early 1870's. The Char les H. Day House at 350 Winthrop Street (c.1885 ,MHC#Z4a), for 
example was built on land purchased from Hermon Tewksbury c.1885 . Tewksbury 's residential 
deve lopment existed on paper by 1872 and may have been initiated by the introduction of the town 's 
first horse rai lroad in 1871 (ceased operat ions in 1877). Hermon Tewksbury was a major shareholder 
in th is rai lroad. It was the coming of the Boston, Winthrop and Point Shir ley Railroad or "peanut" t ra in in 
1877 really marks the beginning of widespread house construct ion activit ies at Winthrop Center and 
e lsewhere in the town. The complet ion of the Narrow Gauge Railroad's loop around the town in 1888 
resulted in a stable, most ly dependaple mode of public transportat ion for the next 52 years. #355 
Winthrop Street 's (c.1885, MHC#Z67) represents a residence that may have been built in response to 
transportat ion improvements. Its lot was carved f rom the extensive real estate holdings of Boston 
leather merchant Wil l iam Rice who is perhaps more often associated with residential development in 
Winthrop Highlands and Cottage Hill. 

During the last three decades of the 19th century, Winthrop Center 's role as a focus for the spiritual life 
of the town was augmented by the construct ion of Bapist, Episcopal and Cathol ic church's. In 1867,a 
group of par ishoners f rom the First Methodist Church withdrew to form a Baptist Society. By 1871 , 
construct ion was underway on the First Baptist Church which is still extant at 60 Hermon Street, 
a l though adapted for reuse as a communi ty theatre, (see MHC # £^) . During the mid 1880's , James 
Nelson , Annie Wentwor th and others initiated the first Episcopal church services in Winthrop. The 
present St. John 's Episcopal Church was completed in 1887 at Bowdoin and Buchanan Streets 
(MHC#/g) . The growth of the Iate19th/early 20th century Roman Catholic communi ty is symbol ized by 
St. John the Evangelist Church at Lincoln and Winthrop Streets ( M H C # £ $ . Catholic workers 
associated with the Revere Copper Company worshipped at Point Shirley between 1853 and 1866 . 
Between 1866 and 1887, the few Cathol ics who lived in Winthrop had to commute to East Boston to 
worship. As early as 1881 , the present church 's lot was purchased with the intention of erecting a 
Cathol ic Church. 
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His to r i ca l Nar ra t i ve con t inued-Cons t ruc t ion of St. John the Evangelist Church began in 1911 but 
was not completed until as late as 1923. The Christ ian Scientists began conduct ing services at 
Winthrop Center in January 1916 in the Wadsworth Building's Wadswor th Hall. (MHC#z<#). The 
Christ ian Science Church building at 165 Winthrop Street (MHC #z*4$) was a decade in the mak ing, 
with its lot purchased in 1920 and dedicat ion ceremonied conducted on November 30,1930. 

During the 1890's, Winthrop Center became the Town 's medical center. Historically, Winthrop Center 
was evidently the home of most of the local doctors. Beginning c.1884, Dr. Horatio S. Soule l ived and 
practiced at 270 Winthrop Street (MHC#2.£j). In 1897, Dr. Benjamin Hicks Metcalf began his quarter 
century of service to the medical needs of the town. The twin Colonial Revival bui ldings at 170 and 
174 Winthrop Street served as his residence and hospital , resectively (MHC #2#,). Tragical ly his son 
and heir to his medical pract ice was killed in France during World War I and the doctor, himself, 
sustained ser ious injuries f rom war-related gas inhalation which forced him to leave Winthrop in 1921 . 
The historic Hermon/Winthrop/Paul ine Streets crossroads long known as Columbia Square w a s 
renamed Metcalf Square in honor of the doctor 's son Richard F. Metcalf c.1920.(?). 

Between the 1880's and early 1930's, Winthrop Center gradual ly acquired a more architectural ly 
sophist icated appearance as the rural vi l lage of farmers , f isherman, lobstermen and sail makers 
became the more urbane town center of t radesman,ar t isans and white collar professionals commut ing 
to Boston, East Boston, Lynn , Chelsea and Revere. Early ev idence of this concern for more urbane 
appearances may be found in Marcena Belcher's gift of a dr inking fountain in the form of a bronze 
female f igure with a drinking cup and pitcher. This fountain was placed on or near the grassy tr iangle 
at Metcalf Square containing the present Spanish Amer ican War Memor ia l . Unfortunately, the 
fountain, which gave an "artiste appearance" to the town center, d issapeared c. 1920's and at the 
present t ime efforts are underway to determine if this fountain was buried in Metcalf Square. Still extant 
to attest to the Town Center 's increasing late 19th/early 20th century architectural sophist icat ion are 
public bui ldings Unfortunately, Belcher 's fountain d issapeared c.1920's and at the present t ime efforts 
are underway to determine if this fountain was buried in Metcalf Square. Still extant to attest to the 
Town Center 's increasing late 19th/early 20th century architectural sophist icat ion are public bui ldings 
such as the Itlalian Rennaissance Revival Frost Public Library of 1898, possibly the master work of 
local architect Wil lard M. Bacon's career. (MHC#yz); the Winthrop Center Fire Stat ion, at 40 Paul ine 
Street (MHC#iw<b) also designed in 1898 by Mr. Bacon is a symbol of Winthrop's maturat ion as a town in 
need of more sophist icated municipal services. Still extant at the Town Center are the Edward B. 
Newton School (1908, MHC#W7) a n d t h e N - E I , i o t W i , , i s Junior High School (1925) attest to the 
cont inued growth of the town during the first quarter of the 20th century. By the 1920's, the old mid 
19th century Town Hall was woeful ly inadequate for conduct ing the business of the town . In 1928 the 
present Town Hall (MHC #/y/ ) at One Metcalf Square was completed f rom designs provided by Wil lard 
M. Bacon , just before his 1929 retirement. The construct ion of the Winthrop Post Office at 3 Metcalf 
Square (now the Winthrop Center Poilce Stat ion, see MHC #153) gave residents construct ion jobs 
dur ing the height of the Depression in 1931-32. Since the 1930's, this area's appearance has 
changed but little, with the except ion of the introduction of three parking lots in the northern section of 
the proposed district and the drastic commerc ia l expansion and parking lot construct ion which has 
occurred a long Paul ine Street. 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form *-^t>2-

Check all that apply: 

• Individually eligible [~J Eligible only in a historic district 
[~| Contributing to a potential historic district Potential historic district 

Criteria B C • D 

Criteria Considerations: • A • B • C • D • E • F • G 

Statement of Significance by 
77/e criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

Winthrop Center This is the largest of the proposed historic districts. The nucleus of 
this area is a locally historic cross roads at Metcalf Square and includes the well 
designed municipal , commerc ia l and ecclesiast ical bui ldings ranged around the 
square (Wadsworth Block, 1890's, Frost Library, 1898, Town Hall, 1928, First 
Methodist Church, 1930, Police station, 1932.) Further west along Pauline Street, this 
district includes the Winthrop Center Fire Stat ion and The Edward B. Newton School . 
Not all the architectural ly signif icant public bui ldings are located on or near Metcalf 
Square. Also noteworthy is the Edward T.P. Graham-designed St. John the Evangelist 
Roman Catholic Church (1912-22) at Lincoln and Winthrop Streets in the northern 
most part of the proposed district. This district, however, is largely residential. Many of 
its houses rank among the oldest in Winthrop dat ing from its mid 19th century 
beginnings as an independent town. There is some structural evidence at 257 
Winthrop Street to suggest part of this dwell ing dates to the 1780's or 90's. 
Architecturally, a variety of historic architectural styles is represented including 
Greek revival, Italianate, Mansard, Queen Anne and Colonial Revival. It is the 
cottage scale of many of these house's and their neat, well maintained lots that lends 
a dist inctive country vi l lage like appearance to Winthrop Center which is well worth 
preserving. This town has significant historical associat ions with the town's early-mid 

19th century farmers and f isherman and later the summer residents and commuters 
who came to Winthrop in ever increasing numbers during the last quarter of the 19th 
century and later.Also included in this district is the Masonic Hall of 1892 and the 
former Ben Hicks Metcalf Hospital and residence of 1897. This district stretches from 
Buchanan Street to Centre Street along Winthrop Street and also takes in Fremont 
Street, the former Winthrop Theatre on Putnam, the old cemetery and the north side of 
Madison Ave east to 106 Bowdoin, part of Pauline Street, Hermon Street to Belcher, 
Belcher to Winthrop and either side of Winthrop Street to Centre Street.This area 
appears to satisfy criteria A an ^ of the National Register of H is to r - Places on a 
local level. • . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The period of significance for Winthrop Center is between 1790-1932. The nucleus of the area is at 
Metcalf Square and includes municipal, commercial and ecclesiastical buildings including the Wadsworth 
Block (1890s), Frost Library (1898), Town Hall (1928), First Methodist Church (1930) and Police Station 
(1932). The area also contains a relatively extensive concentration of residences. The area would be 
eligible for listing under categories A and C at the local level. Boundaries need to be determined. 


