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Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua­
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 

USGSQuad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 

IfccJL^ 

Town Winthrop,MA 

Place(neighborhood or village) Thornton Park./ 

Washington Avenue 

Name of Area Thornton Park/Wash Ave. 

Present Use residential 

Construction Dates or Period c. 1840,1880-1920 

Overall Condition good 

Major Intrusions and Alterations very7 intact 

Acreage_ aprox.5 acres 

Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 

Organization WinthropCDO+Historic Comm 

Date (month/year) June 1994 



A R E A F O R M 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N Q « ? E continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

The Thornton Park/Washington Avenue area borders Boston Harbor, just to the south of Winthrop 
Center. It is composed of a group houses bordering an oval green space known as Thornton Park 
and a cont iguous area of linear development along Washington Avenue. Th is area also takes in 
some of the housing stock bordering side streets between Thornton Park and River Road. 
Thornton Park is an area whose architectural signif icance is actually greater than the sum of its 
parts. Many of Thornton Park's houses considered individually are sol id, fair ly ordinary examples 
of late 19th century Winthrop domest ic architecture. Its houses, however, when v iewed together 
with its oval park , const i tutes the most sophist icated example of urban planning ever executed in 
the town. Washington Avenue, on the other hand, possesses some of the town 's most 
architectural ly signif icant late 19th/early 20th century residences in Winthrop. From Payne's 
Corner (PleasantTWinthrop/Washington intersection) eastward almost as far as River Road, 
house after house exempl i fys except ional design.qual i ty craf tsmanship, interesting form etc.The 
houses border ing the water side of Washington Avenue enjoy v iews of Boston Harbor and Snake 
Island . Most of Thornton Park's housing stock dates to the 1890's and early 1900's. In te rms of 
historic styles, the housing of Thorn ton Park includes picturesque, towered Queen Anne houses 
such as 15 Thornton Park (1892-93) and 40 Thornton Park (1896). By far, the Queen Anne style 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE R see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development ofthe area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 
During the 17th century the Thornton Park/Washington Avenue area was owned by Major Edward Gibbons who 
was a friend of Governor Winthrop's and was one of Boston's most prominent merchants, ship-owners and 
soldiers.The Gibbons house was located near the intersection of Winthrop/Pleasant/Washington. As late as 1912, 
the Gibbons Elm, an ancient tree planted in Gibbons time, stood near the south side of this intersection. During the 

| 18th century, this area was part of James Bill's extensive land holdings. During the first half of the 19th century, 
this area seems to have been essentially the private preserve of George Washington Tewksbury, one of the first 

| highway surveyors in Winthrop. He was one of 49 signers of Winthrop's declaration of independence from North 
Chelsea (Revere) in 1852. During the last quarter of the 19th century, Tewksbury was joined by Belchers, Floyds, 
Paines and Thorntons as land owners at what was sometimes called Pleasant Point, an area bounded by Boston 
Harbor on the south and on the north by Crystal Cove and associated creeks, now Lewis Lake ParkJohn Wingate 
Thornton, founder of the New Historic Genealogical Society in Boston owned the Thornton Park area .He lived 
near the Belle Isle Inlet Bridge at the corner of Main and Pleasant Streets.Thornton was numbered among the 
developers who took advantage of the opening of a bridge across Crystal Cove from Washington Avenue to 
Shirley Street at Winthrop Beach. This bridge ended this area's days of bucolic isolation, ushering in a building 
boom that lasted into the second decade of the 20th century.The introduction of the Narrow Gauge Railroad to the 
town in 1888 made living in this area more conveinent than ever before with the Thornton Station located near the 
intersection of Pleasant/Winthrop and Washington.From c. 1880 until World War I, a summer colony of the newly 
well-to do sprang up along Washington Avenue.Men like William Mc Kie, shipbuilder (35 Washington (w»<i-*'2-2.fc} 
Avenue),William E. Wright, Superintendant of the American Stave and Cooperage Co. (#156 Washington (Vw-C*1 z j t 
Avenue),Edgar S. Bristol, a banker with Fogg Brothers&Co, Boston (16 Washington Avenue) and Patrick Joseph 
Kennedy, saloon keeper , Boston political figure and grandfather of President John F. Kennedy (97 Washington % 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES LJ see continuation sheet 
Winthrop Maps & Atlases-1852,1873,1886,1896,1906,1914 
Chelsea/Winthrop Directories-1882-1908 
Winthrop Directories-1911-1947 
William H. Clark-History of Winthrop (1952) 
Collier and Horowitz, The Kennedys (1984) 



Community: Form No: 
Area C 

Property Name: Thornton Park/Wash. Ave. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Architectural Descript ion cont inued 
front door is of the Georg ian semi circular variety, rather than the Federal eliptical type which is more 
t yp i ca l l y incorporated into the enframents of Colonial Revival houses. Similarly, 28 Washington 
Avenue (c.1899, M H C represents an imaginat ive, f ree wheel ing foray into the Colonial Revival. 
Here, Greek Revival e lements such as monumenta l , Ionic front porch co lumns and Greek Key detai l 
around the front door are freely mixed with Georg ian Revival elements. #35 Washington Avenue, 
(MHC#2a6),built in 1909-1 (^represents a more archeaological ly correct approach to Colonial Revival, 
or, in this case the Georg ian Revival style. At #35 strict symmetry is the order of the day and corner 
quoins,modi l l ion b locks at the eaves and a trio of pedimented dormers all look to the "real th ing" for 
inspirat ion. 

Finally, the Craf tsman Style, with its stucco wal ls and exposed t imbers is represented at 105 (1914) 
and 132 (1923, M H C # z # ) Washington Avenue. 

Historical Narrative cont inued 
Avenue all succumbed to this area's salty, p icturesque harborside charms during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. In addit ion to the well to do commuters f rom this area to Boston, Chelsea and East 
Boston there was also a representat ion of local people with businesses at the town center. Wilbert W. 
Freeman of 15 Washington Avenue (MHC# I ^ - Q ) was the proprietor of the Centre Hardware and 
Variety Store.George F. Sweeney of Sweeney and Rich Grocery Store at Winthrop Center built #25 
Washington Avenue c.1902 (MHC# zzj).Elmer E. Dawson of 28 Washington Avenue was descr ibed in 
Wil l iam H. Clark's History of Winthrop as "one of the most valuable public servants the Town has been 
fortunate enough to have" .Dawson , a f lour broker in Boston, was active on commit tees to raise money 
to build the Winthrop Library and Winthrop Hospital. 

Similarly, Thornton Park had its share of prominent cit izens at the turn of the century. Al though New 
England Historic Genealog ica l Society founder John Wingate Thornton, never l ived here, he 
probably deserves credit for choosing the ornamental oval park plan for this area. Thornton Park 
eventual ly attracted a solid, stable middle to upper middle class. #15 Thornton Park (MHC#-?*? )was 
the ret irement home of Winthrop developer extrodinaire Hermon D. Tewkbury. He was responsible for 
sett ing out streets in the northern section of Winthrop Center dur ing the early 1870's. Daniel H. Howes, 
owner of a steam ship and rail road suppl ies company on Atlantic Avenue in Boston had #40 Thornton 
Park (MHC# £ i l )built c.1896. Char les E. Spofford "purveyors of Teas and Coffees" on Broad Street in 
Boston moved into #52 Thornton Park (MHC# ) in 1903. In addit ion liquor dealers, 
s tenographers.sa lesman, machinists.accountants and printers called Thornton Park home during the 
early 20th century. 

The Thornton Park/Washington Avenue area is perhaps the most significant area within Winthrop from 
the point of view of planning and residential architecture. Its oval park plan almost certainly was 
inspired by the oval parks of Boston neighborhoods. This area's lots and houses cont inue to be well 
maintained and still is one of the most desirable places to live in the town. 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 



Community Property Address 

vVinthrop.MA Thorntn Prk/Wash.Ave. 

Area(s) Form No 

C 62,63,209-14 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Check all that apply: 

| | Individually eligible Q Eligible only in a historic district 

| | Contributing to a potential historic district Potential historic district 

Criteria A x B C • D 

Criteria Considerations: • A • B • C • D • E • F • G 

Statement of Significance by 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

Thornton Park/Washington Avenue Qualif ies as area of stylish and substantial 
homes on and near Boston Harbor. This area is composed of two cont iguous areas 
consist ing of Thornton Park , an oval park surrounded by Queen Anne and Colonial 
Revival single and two family residences and Washington Avenue, a linear 
development of large, well detai led and expert ly crafted residences. Thornton P a r k ' s 
land during the 1860's and 70's was owned by John Wingate Thornton, founder of the 
New England Historical Genealogical Society. Most of this area's land , however was 
owned by George Washington Tewksbury and var ious Belchers. Both famil ies traced 
their Winthrop ancestors back well before the Revolut ion. In 1884, the bridge 
connect ing this area (somet imes cal led Pleasant Point in old deeds) with Winthrop 
Beach was constructed across Crystal Cove, later Lewis Lake, opening this area up 
to house construct ion. This construct ion intensif ied around the turn of the century, 
resulting in many f ine examples of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival. #7 and 106 
Washington Ave predate 1870 with the former dat ing to c.1840's and the latter to 
c.1865. Patrick Joseph Kennedy, grandfather of President John F. Kennedy 
purchased 97 Washington Avenue c. 1915.(area extends from 7 Washington Avenue 
to 156 Washington Avenue and takes in the entire length of Elmwood Avenue, a side 
street with well crafted Queen Anne residences. Th is potential historic district also 
encompasses Thornton Park. This area appears to satisfy criteria A, B and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places on a local and national level. 
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