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i.. \ 1989 

,1,'A.~iiOl-iAL i<EGIS"iEK CRITEiHA STATEMEN"7 (if app1 i ca:>1 e) 

::.~e F:e:y Cor~er Historic Ji~tric~ :s ~~=~csed of a group of resice~ces that date 
~=--c= t=~ eE.!".!.y· !"'-i.netee~:.h to t::e sa~·~y :.;e~:.:.e:t: cez:~:.:!"'y. These re.siCe=ces ~e of a 
v~riety of a:chitectural styles and many are a::cng the best examples of their styles in 
t~e city. Ir. add!tion, scce are located en er near the sites of :irst er Second Period 
ho~ses that are no longer stancing. The area was one of the first in Walthaz:i to be 
se~tl~d in the seventeenth century and remained a focus of political and intellectual life 
~ntil the early nineteenth century. Later in the nineteenth century it was the center of 
:.~;e Swe=-:r-:)c~g::az:. ttovectent in ~,ialthcU!l a::~ i::. t!le ea:--ly 20th cent~ry it w-c.s e r: area T .. .:~ere many 
;rcminent citizens lived. The District thus meets criteria A, and C and Exception A of 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

A~CHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
ether areas within _ the colfflllnity. 

Piety Corner refers to the area ar~und tte present intersection of Lexingtor. and 
cacon streets and Totten ?or.c ~cac. ~:stcrica.2.ly, Piety Corner included all the lane fro~ 
?arcs~ort~ Street on the south to College Far= ~cad on the north ·and from ·the intersection 
~f Lyca~ a~d Beaver streets on the east to t~e intersecti•on of Winter Stree t and Pond End 
Sctccl Lane on the west (Sanderson 1927:1). This di sJrift enco~passes a substantial ly 
s=~ller area , ~ith boundaries dre~~ tc i~clude a cohesive group of 19ch and early 20t~ ce~­
t~rv ~o~ses ( . clE ~9-cl91 0s ) designed in tje Federal, Greek Revival, Italianate , Mansari , 
-; -:...;-r.:orr:-:....;~ o,- o,-,b . · c1r-.--il R••;,1s1:·les· --,,11 --- .::,. ,1 'c;"o c 1.., __ ., __ ____ 1.oct. .. -~, .ue- _ ...... ne ano o c .. _a_ .e._\a _:; , a s.ua num~e- 0.1. .. e __ oe_ i.:,:-ie 
:~sti~u:iona l buildings highligh t the area. The boundaries are specifically dra~n to ex­
c~~de more rec ent buildi~gs on a l l sides . This district constitutes the largest groupin~ 
c ~ well ~reserved historic buildings in the city . 

~ISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
oevelopment of other areas of the corrmunity. 

Piety Corner ~as orig!r.ally cal:e~ "?.cs:er's Corner" afte~ a seve~teenth century 
c~~er of the lo t at the corner of Lexi~g~on and Lincoln streets. Its present na.::.e is a 
~efere~ce to the many church deacons who lived in the vicinity duriug the eigh~eenth 
century. At that time the actual corner was not the same as at present, for the road 
systems were different. Lexington Street did not exist south of Chapel Hill School (F l39 ) ; 

· instead, Beaver Street was the principal route coming up from Main Street, then the Great 
Country Road. Beaver joined Lexington Street somewhat north of their present 
intersection, and the main route west then ran along Lexington to Lincoln Street and 
fo llowed Lincoln and Winter streets to Weston. The Piety Corner area was served by a 
circular route composed of Lincoln Street, College Farm Road, and Lexington Street. 

Although the land in this area was divided up and granted as early as 1636, 
settlement in the Piety Corner area did not occur until the late seventeenth century when 
two or three houses were built (Sanderson 1927:3-5). By 1721 there were ten houses in the 
area, one of which, the William Hagar House at 51 Sanders Lane, is still standing. (# 135) Pi ety 
Corner residents were important in the establishment of a separate meeting house at the 
intersection of Beaver and Lyman streets in 1721 (Sanderson 1927:5) and were certainly 
instrumental in the location of the first schoolhouse in the West Precinct, as Waltham was 

EIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Armstrong, Thomas H. 

1921 The Making of Lexington Street in Waltham. Paper presented to Waltham 
Historical Society. 
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Indicate each item on inventory fonn ~hich is being continued belcw. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE {cont'd) 

Fonn No: 

F 

Corner H.D. 

Although the Piety Corner area has been settled since the la t e seventeenth century, 
the existing houses, with the exception of one not included in the District (see 51 
Sanders Lane form), date from the early nineteenth century. The District has several fine 
examples of Federal farmhouses: the Sanderson-Bemis house at 380 Lexington Street 
(ca.1819-1829, HF145), with its retardataire south facade containing Georgian elements, · 
and the Jonas Clark farmhouse at 399 Lexington Street (1825, HF148), still in a rural 
setti ng much as it was in the nineteenth century. 

It ~s indicative of the development of the Piety Corner area that it has no Greek 
Revival houses, for there was very little settlement in the area during the 1830s and 40s. 
The next surge of building was tied to the growth of the Waltham Swedenborgian 
congregation in the mi ddle of the century. In the ear ly 1850s, Benjamin Worcester, who 
became the leader of the congregation, settled in Waltham and built the imposing 
Itali anate residence at 28 Worcester Lane (1853, #F1 34) . This house, which has some Greek 
Revival e_enents, ~s s tr~kir.gly s im~l 2.!" to and ~ay be a co~y cf the house ~~ilt by =~a~c: s 
Blanchard, a member of the Swedenborgian congregat~on , at 428 Main Street ( 1850-1 85~, 
iE71). (The only other building in the Dis~rict that dates to the 1850s, t he Italiana t e 
Pond End School, now the Piety Corner Club at 2 Worcester Lane, was built in 1850 and 
moved t o this site in 1914.) 

In i85 0 , th e locus of the Waltham Swedenborgi an congregation a t Piety Cor ner ~as 
confirmed by the building of its Chapel en Lexington St reet (UF14 4); this English Country 
Gothic style church remains almost unchanged in ap pearance since it was r e built in 1870 
after a fire. The Swede nborgians also started a school in the Piety Corner area; 
originally located in the Church, the Waltham New Church School moved to its own buildings 
in 1864. Both the cross-shaped panel brick school building (327 Lexington Street, l:1 40) 
and the SI:Jall dorcito!'y cottage ( t F139) that wer e bt.:ilt in 1864 have rransa:-d roc.:'s, 
apparently the firs t appearance of thi s s tyle i n Wa~th~ and one that influenced other 
contemporary buildings in the Piety Corner area. In January 1864 t be John C_ark ho~estead 
at 362 Lexington Street had burned, and whe n it was rebuilt i t was made into a high-style 
Italianate with a n:ansa:-d roof (1 864 , HFi43 ) . The Calvin Clark house at 3!:0 Lexington 
Street (IF142), which was also built in 185 4 , : 1s o has a mansard roof thou~h is a muc~ 
more vernacula r Italianate house. The only other mansard in the Distri ct ,- the Willi ao P. 
Chi lds house at 396 Lexir.gton (IF1 47 ), was built ~r. 1875 and is a ~uch more conven~ional 
mansard similar to many others built in Waltham a t a bout the same ti~e. 

The Piety Corner Historic District bas an unus ua~ collection cf houses that are wh a t 
might be termed nine t eenth century ecl ectic in styl e. Ferbaps foremost among these is the 
"Oc tagon" at 361 Eacon St ree t (IF132), a building tha t was er ected sometime before 1875 
and was originally an octagon that was later truncatec to its present odd shape. Tne 
house is all the more unusual in that in t he l a t e 1c80s it ~as used as a pou_try house on 
the f~rst floor and children's playroom on t he secon=. Tr-e ?iety Corner Dis:"i~t al s o tas 
two of the very few, albeit very la t e, exar::.ples of Carpenter Gothic in the city , but the 
fact that t hese two houses are now almost across the street from each other is shee~ 
coincidence. The house at 325 Bacon Street (~?130 ) ~as built on that s ite scn:ietioe 
between 1858 and 1875, but the house with the barge beards a t 345 oacon Street (#2i31) w~s 
a~tua_ly b~ilt in 1877 on ?ocj Street and c ~v ed to !t~ ?~es~ ~~ s ite in the 1950s. 

St au .e to I~vento~v =~:m ~: oo: : om 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFIC,L\J'CE (cont'd) 

The Piety Corner District has several examples of Queen Anne style houses: the 
Sherman Hoar house at 326 Lexington Street (1888, IF138) wi th its cross-gabled gambrel 
roofs and a conical-roofed gazebo and the Charles Baird house at 395 Lexington Street 
(1891, #F146) with a lunette in the front gable and a centered gable barn. These _houses 
were built by the well-to-do as single-family residences as were the . large, elaborate 
Colonial Revivals constructed at . the turn of the century: the Murray Clement house at 336 
Lexington Street (1902, #F141) with a hipped roof and bowed front wall, the Charles A. 
Whitney house at· 306 Lexington Street (ca. 1903, HF137) with a cross-gabled gambrel roof 
and massive fieldstone foundation, and the somewhat later William B. Laighton house at 291 
Bacon Street (ca. 1911, #F129) with a gambrel roof and shed dormers. The only Georgian 
Revival house in the Piety Corner Historic District is the Hoyt L. Conary house at 409 
Lexingt on Street ( ca. 1911-1915, #F149); it is notable for its monumental · t wo-story 
portico on the rear facade. 

Staole t o Inve ntr:i:-· · f o r:n a t bo ttom 

C\ 



I ' V"ENTORY FCRM CONTI SHEET 

MASSAQ-{USETIS HISTORICAL CQ.MISSICN 
Office of the Secretary , Boston 

Commi.mity: 

Waltham , MA 

Property Narre 1' . t 
ie y 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued bela--1 . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

Fonn No: 

.F 

Corne r II. D. 

then called, on the northwest corner of Bacon Street and Worcester Lane in 1733 (Sanderson 
1919 : 33- 34) . Bacon Street developed as "the way to the schoolhouse" (Sanderson 1927:12; 
War ren 1890:707) . In t he later eighteenth century, additional ·houses were built, many by 
members of families already established in the Piety Corner area , and Lexington St_reet was 
extended to Trapelo Road . 

In the early nineteenth century the establishment of the Boston Manufacturing Company 
in 181~ shifted the focus of settlement away from the Piety Corner area and towards the 
present -city center , a change reflected in the extension of Lexington Street to Main 
Street i n the 1830s . Th e development that perhaps had the most significant long- term 
implications for the Piety Corner area was the establishment ca. 1820 of a Swedenborg·an 
congregation. After meeting for many years in the parlor of the John Clark house (see 362 
Lexington Street; F!34 ) , in 1860 the congregation built a chapel, now the Covenant 
Congregational Church at 379 Lexington Street (rebuilt in 1870) , and a school, now the 
Chapel E~ 1 Schoo_; oth t hese instit~t~cns a:tractec mo~e residents to the area and 
esta l~shed it as a resident~ al nei ghborhood. The social ~m~act c~ the congregation on 
the area was forma~ized in 1886 with t he for□atio n of the Piety Corner Club, or ·ginally a 
social club for Church members and later, after t he requirement of Church membership was 
dropped in 19 3, the focus of many neighborhood activites . (~1 33 ) 

By the turn of the twentieth century, Piety Corner was considered a desirable 
residential area for the well-to-do, a view reflect ed in t~e large Colonia..1. Revival houses 
built at that ti e . Today Piety Corner remains an affluent residential area though, with 
the laying out and construc~ion of Totten Pond Road in 1960 between the houses at 380 and 
396 Le.xington Street, the area has continua_ heavy traff.:.c. 

Stau e to Inventorv t·om 
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WALTH AM, MA MRA 
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