FORM A - AREA AUG 2 11988

NATIO “\F_I
UASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION  REGISTE
80 3CYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the
arza indicating properties within it.
Number each property for which individual
inventory forms have been completed.
Label streets including route numbers, if
2ny. Indicate north. (Attach a separate
saeet 17 space nere is not sufficient).

AU 21 B8

Form numbers in this Area

P F129-F134, F137-F149
VALTHAM MA  MRA

Name of Area (if any) Piety Cormer

Historie District

Present Use Residential/Institutional

General Date or Period 1820-1913

General Condition Goed

Acreage

et

2 e et P
65.6 acres/ 2,857,951 sg.ft.

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes

Organization Waltham Historical Comm.

Date August 1986

(See attached map)

UTM REFERENCE g Eg [géf%% zﬁg"%
Ehe 2
USGS QUADRANGLE

LEXINGTOA
SCALE 1125 0

revised by C. Jenkins 2/82
RESouece  Counr
BuibinGgs  28C 4 aC
STRUCTWRES Lo o 1 NC
Tome  33c AgVe



e B
£\ 1988
AL A B

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (i icadble)
The Flety Corner Histeric District is cczpeosed of a group of residences that date
Srcx CSoe early nineteenth teo tke esriy twentieth certury. These resicdernces are of a
variety of a.chltectural styles arnd nanj are zzcng the best examples of their styles in
tre city. Ir addition, some are lcea en ¢or near the sites of First cr Second Feriod
nouses that are no longer standing. The rea was one of the first in Waltham to be
settlad in the seventeenth century and remained a focus of political and intellectual life
intil the early nineteenth century. Later in the nineteenth century it was the center of
the Swedarnbergiar movement in waltham and irn the early 20th century it wes ar arez where manv
srominent citizens lived. p

The District thus meets criteria A, and C and Exception A of
the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
cther areas within the community.

ty Corner refers to the area around

ie 8 tke present intersection of Lexingtor and
Zacon streets and Totten Pond Rcad. EHistcrically, Piety Corner included all the land froo
Farnsworth Street on the scuth to College Farm EBcad on the ncrth and from the intersecticn
of Lycan and Beaver streets on the ezst to the intersection of Winter Street and Pond End
Schoel the west (Sanderson 1927:1). This district encompasses a substantially
szal with bounderies drawn tc inciude z cohesive group of 19th and early 20th cen-

:G-c1CGlils) dec'gnoc in the Federal, Greek Revival, Iteliznate, Mansard,
QJee. Anne and Colcnial Revival styvles; a small number of well designed
uzional buildings highlight the area. The boundaries are specifically drawn to ex-
c_ude more recent buildings on all sides. This district constitutes the largest grouping
cZ well preserved historic buildings in the city.

HYISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
cevelopment of other areas of the community.

Piety Corner was originzlly czlled "Hosier's Corner" after a sevexteenth century
cwner of the lot at the corner of Lexington and Lincoln streets. Its present naze is a
reference to the many church deacons who lived in the vicinity during the eighseenth

century. At that time the actual corner was not the same as at present, for the road
systems were different. Lexington Street did not exist south of Chapel Hill School(F139);
- instead, Beaver Street was the principal route coming up from Main Street, then the Great
Country Road. Beaver joined Lexington Street somewhat north of their present
. intersection, and the main route west then ran along Lexington to Lincoln Street and
followed Lincoln and Winter streets to Weston. The Piety Corner area was served by a

circular route composed of Lincoln Street, College Farm Road, and Lexington Street.

Although the land in this area was divided up and granted as early as 1636,
settlement in the Piety Corner area did not occur until the late seventeenth century when
two or three houses were built (Sanderson 1927:3-5). By 1721 there were ten houses in the
area, one of which, the William Hagar House at 51 Sanders Lane, is still standing.(#135) Piety
Corner residents were important in the establishment of a separate meeting house at the
intersection of Beaver and Lyman streets in 1721 (Sanderson 1927:5) and were certainly
instrumental in the location of the first schoolhouse in the West Precinct, as Waltham was

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Armstrong, Thomas H.

1921 The Making of Lexington Street in Waltham. Paper presented to Waltham
Historical Society.
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)

Although the Piety Corner area has been settled since the late seventeenth century,
the existing houses, with the exception of one not included in the District (see 51
Sanders Lane form), date from the early nineteenth century. The District has several fine
examples of Federal farmhouses: the Sanderson-Bemis house at 380 Lexington Street
(ca.1819-1829, #F145), with its retardataire south facade containing Georgian elements,
and the Jonas Clark farmhouse at 399 Lexington Street (1825, #F148), still in a rural
setting much as it was in the nineteenth century.

It is indicative of the development of the Piety Corner area that it has no Greek
Revival houses, for there was very little settlement in the area during the 1830s and 40s.
The next surge of building was tied to the growth of the Waltham Swedenborgian
congregation in the middle of the century. In the early 1850s, Benjamin Worcester, who

became the leader of the congregation, settled in Waltham and built the impesing
Itzlianate residence at 28 Worcester Lane (1853, #F134). This house, which has some Greek
Revival elements, is strikingly similar to and mz2y be z copy cf the house built by Franeis
lanchard, a member of ‘he Swedenborgian congregation, at 428 Main Street (1850-185%,
#E71). (The only other building in the Distriet that dates to the 1850s, the Italianate
Pond End School, now the Piety Corner Club at 2 Wercester Lane, was built in 1850 and

moved to this site in 1914.)

1850, the locus of the Waltham Swedenborgian congregation at Piety Corner was
confirmed by the building of its Chapel cn Lexington Street (#F144); this English Country
Gothic style church remains zlmost unchanged in appearance since it was rebuilt in 1870
after a fire. The Swedenborgians also started a school in the Piety Corner zarez;
originally located in the Church, the Waltham New Church School moved to its own buildings
in 1864. Both the cross-shaped panel brick schocl building (327 Lexington Street, #F140)

=3

o
and the small dormitory cottage (#F139) that were built in 1864 have mansard roofs,
apparently the first zppearance of this style in Waltham and cne that influenced other
contemporary buildings in the Piety Corner arez. In January 1854 the John Clark homestead
at 362 Lexington Street had burned, and w.er it was rebuilt it was made into a high-style
Itzlianate with a mansard roof (18“3 #F153). The Calvin Clark house at 340 Lexington
Street (#F142), which was also built in 1854, =zlso has =z maznszrd roof though is a much
more vernacular Italianate house. The only o tner mansard in the District, the William P.
Childs house at 396 Lexington (#F147), was built in 1875 and is a ruch more conventional
pansard similar to many others built in Waltham =zt zbout the same tirme.

The Piety Corner Historic District has an unusuzl ccllection of houses that zre what
might be termed nineteenth century eclectic in style. Perhaps foremost among these is the
"Octagon™ at 361 Eacon Street (#F132), a building that was erected sometime before 1875
and was originally an octagon that was later truncated to its present odd shape. The
house is 2ll the more unusuzl in that in the late 1EB0s it was used as a poultry house on
the first floor and children's playroom on the second. The Piety Corner Districzct zlso has
two of the very few, albeit very late, examples of Carpenter Gothic in thne city, but the
fact that these twe houses are now almest across the street from each other is sheer
coincidence. The house at 325 Bacon Street (#F130) was built on that site sometine
between 1858 and 1875, but the house with the barge boards at 345 Bacon Street (#F131) was
actually built in 1877 on Pond Street and rmoved to its present site in the 1950s,
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)

The Piety Corner District has several examples of Queen Anne style houses: the
Sherman Hoar house at 326 Lexington Street (1888, #F138) with its cross-gabled gambrel
roofs and a conical-roofed gazebo and the Charles Baird house at 395 Lexington Street
(1891, #F146) with a lunette in the front gable and a centered gable barn. These houses
were built by the well-to-do as single-family residences as were the. large, elaborate
Colonial Revivals constructed at the turn of the century: the Murray Clement house at 336
Lexington Street (1902, #F141) with a hipped roof and bowed front wall, the Charles A.
Whitney house at 306 Lexington Street (ca. 1903, #F137) with a cross-gabled gambrel roof
and massive fieldstone foundation, and the somewhat later William B. Laighton house at 291
Bacon Street (ca. 1911, #F129) with a gambrel roof and shed dormers. The only Georgian
Revival house in the Piety Corner Historic District is the Hoyt L. Conary house at 409
Lexington Street (ca. 1911-1915, #F149); it is notable for its monumental two-story
portico on the rear facade.

Staple toc Invento—- form at bottom

%Q,M



MASSAGIUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Valtham, MA 3
Of fice of the Secretary, Boston

Propert)’ Nam:Piety Corner }‘cDa

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)

then called, on the northwest corner of Bacon Street and Worcester Lane in 1733 (Sanderson
1919:33-34). Bacon Street developed as "the way to the schoolhouse" (Sanderson 1927:12;
Warren 1890:707). In the later eighteenth century, additional houses were built, many by
members of families already established in the Piety Corner area, and Lexington Street was
extended to Trapelo Road.

In the early nineteenth century the establishment of the Boston Manufacturing Company
in 1814 shifted the focus of settlement away from the Piety Corner area and towards the
present -city center, a change reflected in the extension of Lexington Street to Main
Street in the 1830s. The development that perhaps had the most significant long-term
implications for the Piety Corner area was the establishment ca. 1820 of a Swedenborgian
congregation. After meeting for many years in the parlor of the John Clark house (see 362
Lexington Street; F134), in 1860 the congregation built a chapel, now the Covenant
Congregational Church at 379 Lexington Street (rebuilt in 1870), and a school, now the
Chapel Eill School; both these instituticns attracted more residents to the area and
established it as a residential neighborhocd. The socizl impact cf the congregation on
the area was formalized in 1886 with the formation of the Piety Corner Club, originally a
social club for Church members and later, after the requirement of Church membership was
dropped in 1803, the focus of many neighborhood activites. (F133)

By the turn of the twentieth century, Piety Corner was considered a desirable
residential area for the well-to-do, a view reflected in the large Colonizl Revival houses
built at that tims. Today Piety Corner remains an affluent residential area though, with
the laying out and construction of Totten Pond Road in 1960 between the houses at 380 and
306 Lexington Street, the area has continuzl heavy traffic.

Stavle to Inventory form =2t bottom
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WALTHAM, MA  MRA

Street Address

Assessor's #  Square I'eet

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

llistoric Name/Inventory |

291 Bacon Street
305 Bacon Streel
315 Bacon Streel
32N Bacon Streel
320 Bacon Streel:
339 Racon Sirecel,
345 Bacon Streel
355 Bacon Streel
301 Bacon Streel

309 Bacon Streol

300 LexingLon S,

20 Lexinpglon SI

130 Lexinglon St

A Lexinpglon St
W Lexington S,
162 Lexinpton St.

327 Lexinglon S,

140 Lexington St.

42-9-10 80,000
42-9-11 90,735
42-9-12 33,362
42-9-13 65,000
41-13-8 11,600
42-9 14 9,340
42-9-15 12,240
42-9--16 11,330
42-9-17 6,040
42-9-1 14,150
42-9-7 55,907
42-9-6 41,280
42-9-5 26,375
b2-9- 4 34,610
42-9-3 18,400
42-9-2 17,8060
42714 735,990
A8-A-106 32,205

William B. Laighton lse./I'129
garage

n/a
parage

n/a
garage

n/a

George TI's Frost llse./I'130
parage
Walker Stable

Abby E. Rutter Hse./F131
n/a

"I'e Octagon"
Cut ler Stable
Charles A. Whitney lse./1'137

Sherman loar llse./I'138
parage, shed

Murray Clement llse./I'141
parage

Calvin Clavk Hse./F142
shed

n/a
parage

Nathan Hobavt lse./F143
parage

New Chorch Institute of Fducation
New Church School /19139
New Church Collage/I'140
South Hall/A
.L:Imnge/l{
North Hall/C
Student Center /D
House /1

Calvin Clark House

Date
cl9ll
c1910s
c1910s
c1890s
c1860
c1880s
cl877
c1960s
pre-1875
c1890s
1902
1888
1900
1864
1952
1864
1864
1864
1903
c1950s
1904

c1987
cl1950s

1864

MG 21 1989
PIETY CORNER HISTORIC DISTRICT

Style
Colonial Rev.
Colonial Rev.
Colonial Rev.
Shingle Style
Carpenter Gothic
Vernacular
Carpenter Gothic
Split level
Octagon (alt.)
Queen Anne
Colonial Revival
Queen Anne
Colonial Rev.
Italianate

Ranch

Mansard

Mansard

Mansard

Colonial Rev.
Ranch

Colonial Rev.

Contemporary
Ranch

ltaliante

Status

c/C:
c/C
C/NC
C
C/NC
C

C

NC

C

C

C
C/NC/NC
c/C
C/NC
NC/NC

C/NC

C
NC

NC

NC



PU& 'Z\ Y§¥3

WALTIIAM, MA  MRA DISTRTCT DATA SHEET PTETY CORNER HISTORTC DTSTRTCT (2)
Street Address Assessor's # Square Feet llistoric Name/Inventory f Date Style Status
379 Lexington St. 42-7-15 104,278 New Jerusalem Chapel/I'144 1860/1870 English Country C
Gothic

380 Lexington St. 42-5-1 54,645 Sanderson—-Bemis llse./I'145 1819-29  Tederal c/c
harn

395 Lexington St. 42-7-16 14,100 Charles Baird llse./F146 1891 Queen Anne G
stable

396 Lexington St. 42-4-11 17,821 William P, Childs llse./I"147 1875 Mansard C

399 Lexington St. 42-7-3 1,200,078 Jonas Clark TFarmhouse/I148 1825 IFederal C
| garage NC
8 cabins NC
7 sheds NC
4 pools NG

401 Lexington St. 42-7-17 25,330 n/a 1055 Ranch NC

409 Lexington St. 42-7-18 13,270 lHoyt L. Conary lse./T'149 1911-15  Coloninl Rev,. G

417 Lexington St. 42-7-19 94,961 Vacanlt n/a n/a G

2 Worcester Lane 42-6-1 18,760 Pond Fnd School /F133 1850 Ttalianate C

28 Worcester lLane 42-9-10 50,489 Ben jamin Worcester House/I'134 1853 Ttalianate C

RESOURCE COUNT: Buildings 28C ANC 32 total

Structures § ¢ I} NC 16 rotal
Total 33 o 1510 49 lotal resources

TOTAL SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,857,951 sq.ft. or 05.6 acres
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Piety Corner Historic District, Waltham (Middlesex Co.), MA
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3. Benjamin Worcester House, 28 Worcester Ln, #F134 4. Sherman Hoar House, 326 Lexin

All photos: Stephen Gyurina, ca. 1988



Piety Corner Historic District, Waltham (Middlesex Co.), MA

6. Nathan Hobart House, 362 Lexington St., #F 143
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7. Jonas Clark Farmhouse, 399 Lexington St., #F148

All photos: Stephen Gyurina, ca. 1988
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