
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

C i 

r L 
1. Town Worcester 

Address 25 Union Street 

me Salisbury Factory Buildjng - 2 5 
Union Street 

esent use Factory & restaurant 

esent owner A. J . Realty Co. 
90 Grove Street, Wore, 

jscription: 

.te 1879 

Source date placque 

le elements of Victorian Gothin 

chitect unknown 

terior wall fabric red brick 

.tbuildings (describe) none 

:1s-
Other features sandstone st r i n g s m i r s p s 

& window trwa; ptacque bearing i n i t i a l s 
"S.S."; parapet with stepped central 
section. 

sash (4 th storey) 
Altered elevator shaft . Date 1978-79 

added 
Moved no Date 

U T M 1 5. Lot size Lot 19 

ine acre or less 

Assessors' Book 2 , p. 1 , 
13 ,176 s q . f t . 

x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 125 ' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

V 

6. Recorded by s. Ceccacci. S. Lee 
& B.R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization 'WHFS 



O r i g i n a l use F a c t o r y 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Same ( res tauran t added 1976) 

4 

Recrea t i on 
R e l i g i o n 
S c i e n c e / 

invention 
S o c i a l / 

humani ta r ian 
Transpor t a t ion 

9. H i s t o r i c a l s ignif icance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

#25 Union S t r e e t i s a f i v e - s t o r e y b r i c k f a c t o r y b u i l d i n g o f r e c t a n g u l a r p l a n 
(5^' x 135') w i t h i t s facade (west) on Union S t r e e t . Bea r ing s imple t r i m , the 
facade d i s p l a y s V i c t o r i a n Goth ic elements i n i t s b u f f sandstone s t r i n g cour ses , 
c o r b e l l i n g , parapet and bracke ted e n t r y hood. S ide w a l l s o f the b u i l d i n g are 
unornamented and have even ly spaced windows o f 9/9 sash se t i n b r i c k surrounds 
w i t h arched heads. A l t e r a t i o n s t o the b u i l d i n g c o n s i s t o f a b r i c k e l e v a t o r 
sha f t (nor th w a l l ) , modern s i g l e - p a n e sash ( fou r th s t o r e y ) and a minor f i v e -
s t o r e y a d d i t i o n (south-eas t corner ) a l l b u i l t i n 1978-1979• 
The b u i l d i n g was one o f three f a c t o r i e s b u i l t by Stephen S a l i s b u r y I I I between 
I876 and 1879 on the s i t e of the Court M i l l s which had been b u i l t by h i s f a t h e r , 
Stephen S a l i s b u r y I I , between 1829 and 1832. The Court M i l l s were the f i r s t 
f a c t o r i e s i n Worcester which l ea sed l o f t space and p rov ided power t o s m a l l man­
u f a c t u r e r s . The success o f the system o f ownership, which f r eed s m a l l companies 
from the expense o f p roper ty ownership , se t the p a t t e r n o f Worces t e r ' s i ndus t r i e s ! 
development, a development dominated by many s m a l l f i rms based on t h e i r founders 1 

i n v e n t i o n s . Throughout the n ine t een th cen tury the S a l i s b u r y f a m i l y p layed a 
major r o l e i n the c i t y ' s i n d u s t r i a l development by b u i l d i n g f a c t o r i e s to accommo­
date the c i t y ' s growing i n d u s t r y . #25 Union S t r e e t was b u i l t by Stephen S a l i s ­
bury I I I f o r the use o f the Munroe Organ Reed Company which occupied the b u i l d i n g 
from December o f 1879 u n t i l 1889. Dur ing the 1890s the f a c t o r y was occupied by 
the f i r m o f Po r t e r & Gardner , l a s t manufac tu re r s . In 1903 the b u i l d i n g was s o l d 
by S a l i s b u r y and has s i n c e been occupied by a s u c c e s s i o n o f s m a l l f i r m s . 

( c o n t . ) 

0. B i b l i o g r a p h y and /or references (such as l o c a l h i s to r i e s , deeds, a s s e s s o r ' s r e c o r d s , 
e a r l y maps, e tc . ) 

Plumber & S a n i t a r y Eng inee r , V o l . I I , 9/15/1879, p . 333 ( b u i l d i n g n o t i c e ) 

Worces ter Columbian T r i b u t e , p . 16. 

Worces te r I l l u s t r a t e d Bus iness Guide (1881) p . 110. 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

A b o r i g i n a l 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
The A r t s 
C o m m e r c e 
Communica t ion 
Communi ty development 

Conse rva t ion 
Educat ion 
E x p l o r a t i o n / 

sett lement 
Industry 
M i l i t a r y 
P o l i t i c a l 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
O f f i c e o f the S e c r e t a r y , Bos ton 

Community: Form No: 

Worcester 117 -A-l 

P r o p e r t y Name: S a l i s b u r y 

I n d i c a t e each i t e m on i n v e n t o r y form which i s b e i n g c o n t i n u e d be low . 

9. 
The Munroe Organ Reed Company was e s t a b l i s h e d i n i860 and i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 1869 
when i t employed ten men and occupied one h a l f o f a f l o o r a t #23-25 Herman S t r e e t , 
near the J u n c t i o n Shop. Improvements i n organ reed d e s i g n were patented by the 
company and l e d t o i t s g r adua l expansion i n the e a r l y 1870s. Dur ing the l a s t 
h a l f o f the 1870s, the company exper ienced r a p i d growth , based i n pa r t on the 
a d d i t i o n o f new products i n c l u d i n g keyboards ( " i n Ivory and C e l l u l o i d " ' , be l lows 
c l o t h , "Spr ings o f every d e s c r i p t i o n " ) and "Stop Knobs". By 1881 the Munroe 
Organ Reed Company employed two hundred workmen a t 25 Union S t r e e t and had manu­
f a c t u r e d more than 25,000,000 "Munroe patent Organ Reeds". I n a d d i t i o n , the 
f i r m produced 35,000 "Orguine t tes" a n n u a l l y f o r the Mechan ica l Orguine t te Com­
pany o f New Y o r k . By 1889, changes i n p u b l i c t a s t e had l e d t o a d e c l i n e i n 
bus iness and the disbandment of the f i r m . 


