
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
io5-c 

1. Town Worcester 
Address 327 P l a n t a t i o n S t r e e t 

;nt use 

Bloomingdale Schoolhouse 
School 

mt owner C i t y of Worcester 

iption: 

1896, 191 6 

u r c e d a t e placque & c i t y douument 
vaguely Romanesque R e v i v a l 

tect unknown 

ior wall fabric b r i c k 

ildings (describe) n o n e 

Other features two towers f l a n k i n g 

e n t r y , sandstone t r i m , s l a t e r o o f 

Altered no 

Moved no 

Date 

Date 
UTrA". 5. Lot size- Assessors' Book 17 , p. 7 

One acre or less Over one acre 
Approximate frontage j Q Q t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

2QJ 

6. Recorded by p.R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc 
Date February 1 9 7 8 

ma v. 



Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

A b o r i g i n a l 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
The A r t s 
Commerce 
Communicat ion 
Community development 

T 

X 

Conservat ion 
Education 
E x p l o r a t i o n / 

settlement 
Industry 
M i l i t a r y 
P o l i t i c a l 

Recreat ion 
Rel ig ion 
Sc ience / 

invention 
S o c i a l / 

humanitarian 
Transporta t ion 

9. H i s t o r i c a l significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t i n 1896, t h e f r o n t s e c t i o n o f t h e B l o o m i n g d a l e S c h o o l h o u s e i s 
a two a d d o n e - h a l f s t o r e y b r i c k s t r u c t u r e w i t h a s l a t e - c o v e r e d h i p 
r o o f . The f a c a d e o f t h e b u i l d i n g ( e a s t ) i s s y m m e t r i c a l w i t h a 
c e n t e r - e n t r y s e t b e t w e e n two s e m i - o c t a g o n a l b a y s . G i v i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e 
o f s m a l l t o w e r s t h e s e b a y s h a v e r e c e s s e d w a l l p a n e l s w i t h a r c h e d 
w i n d o w s ( s e c o n d s t o r e y ) , m o d i l l i o n e d c o r n i c e s a n d o c t a g o n a l l y - h i p p e d 
r o o f s w i t h c o p p e r f i n i a l s . S e t B e t w e e n t h e b a y s i s a n e n t r y a r c h 
w i t h a k e y s t o n e i n e c r i b e d "1896". I n 1916, t h e o r i g i n a l f o u r r o o m s o f 
t h e s c h o o l h o u s e w e r e e x p a n d e d b y a n a d d i t i o n ( w e s t ) o f f o u r m o r e 
c l a s s r o o m s w h i c h h a d b e e n p a r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l 1896 p l a n . The a d d i t i o n 
was b u i l t o f r e d b r i c k a n d s a n d s t o n e , t w o s t o r i e s h i g h w i t h a f l a t 
r o o f . A l t h o u g h p l a n s a n d e l e v a t i o n s o f t h e b u i l d i n g w e r e p u b l i s h e d 
i n s c h o o l c o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s , no a r c h i t e c t w a s n a m e d . W h i l e i t i s 
l i k e l y t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g was d e s i g n e d b y a l o c a l f i r m , n o o t h e r 
s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s a r e s u f f i c i e n t l y s i m i l a r t o t h e B l o o m i n g d a l e 
S c h o o l h o u s e t o a l l o w a n a t t r i b u t i o n . 

I n 1928, a s e c o n d s c h o o l h o u s e was b u i l t a t the rear* of the l o t . 
T h i s s e c o n d b u i l d i n g , b u i l t o f b u f f - c o l o r e d t a p e s t r y b r i c k , two 
s t o r i e s h i g h , a n d C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l i n s t y l e , i s u n r e l a t e d t o t h e 

^ . a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e o r i g i n a l B l o o m i n g d a l e S c h o o l h o u s e 
(1 89601 91 6 ) . 

10. Bib l iography and/or references (such as loca l h is tor ies , deeds, a ssessor ' s records , 
ea r ly maps, etc.) 

C i t y D o c u m e n t s ; #51, y e a r e n d i n g 11 /30/1896, p . 76 ( a c c o u n t i n g o f 
e x p e n s e s ) & o p p o s i t e p . 292 ( p h o t o a n d p l a n o f s c h o o l h o u s e ) . 




