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. Town

Worcester

Address 53 Waverly Street
i

H

. \ R = e Arad Alexander House

sent use residence

T s s —— - | Kazimir and Teofile
sent owner Simulynas

Cription:

ca 1845

ource ©Xterior architecture

3 Greek Revival

itect unknown

WOutbuildings (describe) hone

Other features btemple front, Corinthian
columns & pila s 088 & d

tongue & dart mouldings, window hoods
with console

nid-20th
Altered siding Date century

Moved ves

UTM: 5. Lot size: Assessors!

Lot 29 'f,;./,,i;}m 3q o L'
quZbeLIOIUbS183O One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage 50!

Approximate distance of building from street

151

6. Recorded by B.Re Pfeiffer

Organization WOICe Heritage Pres, Soc.

Date December 1977

(over)

30M=5=77



. Original owner (if known) Arad Alexander - first known - 1868

Original use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates pamo
. Themes (check as many as applicable) ‘
Aboriginal Conservation Recreation .
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Alexander House is one of the most elaborately decorated examples of
Greek Revival architecture in Worcester., The house is a two-storey frame
structure set on a rock-faced granite foundation. The building's side=-
hall (three-bay) facade is masked by a temple front consisting of four ]
Corinthian columns, supporting a pediment framed by an entablature and
cornice with modillions. Exceptionally fine are the house's carved de=- l
tails; i.e., Corinthian capitals on columns and corner pilasters, tongue
and dart mouldings, acanthus modillions, window hoods on consoles and a
Corinthian entry; these elaborate details are suggestive of the work of
Elias Carter, architect/builder, although at present no connection between
Carter and the Alexander House is known to exist,

The early history of the Alexander House is unknown, as the house was

moved to its present site in 1867-1868 for Arad Alexander, a "truckman"

and owner of the firm of Alexander & Martin, Examination of maps and
photographs of the surraunding area have not revealed the building's
original location or its original owner; however, it is likely that the
house was one of many moved from downtown Worcester in the 1850s and

1860s as the commercial district expanded into former residential neighbor-
hoods, Alterations tojhouse consist of a new front door and wooden
shingling, neither of whch interferes with the building's important
features,

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

‘early maps, etc.)

City atlases and directories
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Recorded by S. Ceccacci, M. 0'Beefe, ed. S. Ceccacci
Date: September 1983

After the house was sold by Alexander about 1906, it housed four families for a short
period. Thereafter, it served as a two-family dwelling. Between 1909 and 1926, its
owner and one of its occupants was Samuel Fine, a dealer in real estate, who was known
as the Judge of Waverley Street." According to his obituary, Fine served as judge for
the Jewish community in money, property, and other disputes. Also said to have been

a "friend to those in trouble," he was often an initiator of collections for the needy
and responded generously to requests by others for the support of such causes. Fine
was a founder of Teferris Israel Synagogue. He was a director of the Jewish Home for
the Aged and Orphans and was active in other Jewish charities. Fine died in 1926 at
the age of seventy-two. The heading of his obituary read: "Judge of Waverley Street
Mourned by Hundreds. Death of Samuel Fine, Patriarch of District, Is Deeply Felt By
Friends He Advised And Helped - Throngs Gather To Pray For Him."

BIBLIOGRAPHY
directories
obituary Samuel Fine, no cite, April 30, 1926, clippings, WHM

Staple to Inventory form at hottom
‘ oY



