
F O R M A A R E A S U R V E Y tfft-S 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T O R I C A L COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

F o r m numbers i n this a rea A r e a no. 
7 5 - A 

l . Town jfogaaafcar 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Name of a rea (if any) K n o l l w o o d HafcLoJiaJ 

R e g i s t e r D i s t r i c t 

3. Genera l date or per iod 1 91 k 

4. i s a rea uniform (explain): 
( d e r i v e d f r o m 17th & 18th 

in style ? y e s c . F r e n c h a r c h . i t e e t a i P f l ) 

in condit ion? y e s ( g o o d ) 

R o l l #21 in type of ownership? nr> (p-rMvat.P. h. 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l ) 

in use? no ( r e s i d e n t i a l L i n s t i t u t i o n a l ) 

5. Map . Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any h i s to r ic 
proper t ies for which individual repor ts are completed on F o r m s B thru F , using c o r r e s ­
ponding numbers . Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an " x " exis t ing houses not inventoried on F o r m B . 

-

DO NOT W R I T E IN THIS S P A C E 
USGS Quadrant 

M H C Photo no. 

(over) 

r 

6. Recorded by Lq t T , f l f l j a d , BJEL, ^ " ' ^ ^ 

Organizat ion W o r e . H e r i t a g e P r e s . S o c . 

Date a a n u a r y 1 978 

U1M' 
A i q | Z ^ q i o / * / 6 B 5 7 Z O 
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectiral importance of this area. 

D e s c r i p t i o n : 
The Knollwood n a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r D i s t r i c t c o n t a i n s approximately 15 
a c r e s of the former Lyman Gordon E s t a t e of 122 a c r e s , ^ourldaries 
f o r the d i s t r i c t have been s e l e c t e d to i n c l u d e the e s t a t e ' s main 
house, s t a b l e , c a r e t a k e r s * c o t t a g e s and second house, as w e l l as the . 
open l a n d around these b u i l d i n g s . On t h e n o r t h the d i s t r i c t i s 
bounded by S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t , w h i l e on the n o r t h e a s t , e a s t , south and 
west i t i s bounded by the r e a r l o t s of r e s i d e n t i a l s u b d i v i s i o n s 
w h i c h now cover most of the e s t a t e ' s o r i g i n a l acreage. P r o p e r t i e s i n 
the d i s t r i c t are shown i n Worcester A s s e s s o r s ' Book Ij.3, oages 1-E 
(Lots A,C,D,E, P & C-) and 1-F (Lots D & 39): 

1. The Lyman Gordon House, \\2$ S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t : b u i l t 191% ( L i t t l e 
Brown of Boston, a r c h i t e c t s ) . The Lyamn Gordon House i s a two 
and one-half s t o r e y house, covered w i t h stucco and enclosed by a 
complex h i p r o o f covered w i t h (copper?) t i l e s . The house's facade 

i s n e a r l y s§mmertical; a t i t s ce n t e r i s a shallow p a v i l i o n which r i s e s 
to a dec o r a t e d gable at the t h i r d s t o r e y . T h i s p a v i l i o n i s s e t 
an the house's c e n t r a l s e c t i o n ( h i p - r o o f e d ) which i s f l a n k e d on 
each end by p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n s . These p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n s a r e , 
i n t u r n , f l a n k e d by gabled connectors and h i p - r o o f e d end p a v i l i o n s . 
The e a s t e r n of these two end p a v i l i o n s serves as a k i t c h e n wing 
w h i l e the western one i s p i e r c e d by a P a l l a d i a n window a t the 
f i r s t s t o r e y and c o n t a i n s a t e r r a c e . T r i m i s r e s t r i c t e d to 
qu o i n i n g , an e l a b o r a t e i r o n and g l a s s canopy over the e n t r y , double 
e n t r y door3 w i t h marquetry and i r o n g r i l l e s , and an ornate l a t t i c e 
fence of arches around a former d r y i n g y a r d . Framing the c e n t r a l 
p o r t i o n s of the facade are c a s t concrete r a i l i n g s which extnjcd 
out s y m m e t r i c a l l y along the driveway. An important element i n 

tfeo the p r o p e r t y ' s landscape i s an a l l e e of t r e e s which extend from 
S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t to the house, framin g the c e n t a a l a x i s o f the 
house's e n t r y . Except f o r the minor a d d i t i o n o f a one-storey 
garage j u a t east o f the k i t c h e n wing, the Gordon House i s u n a l t e r e d . 

2. IL25B S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t , b u i l t 19%(?) ( L i t t l e & Brown, a r c h i t e c t s ? ) 
B u i l t i n the same s t y l e as the Lyman Gordon House, #k2$B S a l i s b u r y 
S t r e e t was p a r t o f the o r i g i n a l Knollwood E s t a t e and i s l i k e l y to 
have been b u i i t a t the same time as the main house. The 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as loca l histories, deeds, a s sessor ' s r eco rds , cont'd 
ea r ly maps, etc. 

Worcester H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . Biography P i l e . (Gordon, E l l i s ) . 

"Ornamental Iron Work" Taade ca t a l o g u e of W.A. Snow Iron Works, I n c . 
of Boston. (1915). P P . 11, 15, 25, LL3, & LL6 (photos 5: 
a r c h ' t r e f e r e n c e ) . 

Nutt, C. H i s t , o f Worcester. V o l . I l l , p. 52 (Knowles); V o l . IV, 
pp. 775-77 (Gordon). 
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Community: 
Worcester 

Form No: 

Property Name: P̂ Ĵ H r } Register 
National 

D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

bui l d i n g i s two and one-half stori e d high with a hip roof covered 
with (copper?) t i l e s . The facade of the house i s covered with 
stucco and framed at the corners with quoins. Symmetrically 
arranged, the facade consists of a shallow center (entry) p a v i l i o n 
with a pediment. This p a v i l i o n i s set on the house's c e n t r a l , 
hip-roofed section which, i n turn, i s flanked by hip-roofed wings. 
The entry i s set i n a wide, low arch, flanked by b l i n d arches. 
At the second storey, windows of the house's ce n t r a l section have 
wrought-iron r a i l i n g s . Except f o r the addition of a modern awning 
at the entry, I4.25B Salisbury Street i s unaltered. 

3 . kgg C Salisbury Street b u i l t I9H4. ( L i t t l e & Brown, a r c h ' t s ) . 
B u i l t as a caretaker's or servant's house, \\2$ 6 Salisbury Street 
i s a one and one-half storey, stucco-covered eottage with a high 
slate-covered hip roof. The house's facade i s asymmetrical with 

sja p a v i l i o n (south) and recessed porch with a shed roof (north). 

I4.. 14-25 D Salisbury Street, b u i l t 1911|- ( L i t t l e & Brown, arch' t s ) . 
B u i l t as an employee's house, I4.25 D Salisbury Street i s an asymmetricall 
planned, two-storey house, covered with stucco and enclosed by 
a high, slate-covered hip roof. The building's facade has a two-
storey hipped p a v i l i o n (north), 1-g storey central section and a 
one-storey section (south) with gabled end w a l l . Although not 
a mirror image of #14.25 E Salisbury Street (south), #14.25 D Salisbury 
Street i s designed to 'give the appearance of being a mirror image 
of I4.25 E. Stucco-covered garden walls which extend from each 
building to a central gate add to the i l l u s i o n that 1(25 D and 
14.25 E are symmetrically planned about a central court. 

5. 14.25 E Salisbury Street, b u i l t I9II4. ( L i t t l e & Brown, arch' t s ) . 
B u i l t as an employee' s cottage, #14.25 E Salisbury Street i s a two-
storey house of asymmetrical plan. On the building's southern 
half i s a two-storey hip-roofed p a v i l i o n , north of which i s a 
1̂ g storey section with a gable end w a l l . Extending north from 
the cottage i s a stucco-covered garden wall which terminates i n 
a gate post and which connects ( v i s u a l l y ) #hj?5 E to #14.25 D . 

6 . kZS F Salisbury Street, b u i l t 19H ( L i t t l e & Brown arch'ts). A 
one and one-half storey, stucco-covered structure with a high, 
slate-covered hip roof, t h i s b u i l d i n g hasafacade consisting of 
two end wings forming a shallow court around the central section 
of the facade. This shallow court i s enclosed by a stucco-covered 
garden wall with a gateway north of the house. Altered by the 
addition of some modern sash on the central section of the facade, 
#lj.25 F Salisbury Street now i s used as a house; i t s o r i g i n a l 
use i s not .now known. 

cont'd. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

7 . I4.25 G S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t , b u i l t 1 9 % ( L i t t l e & Brown, a r a h ' t s ) . 
425 G S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t i s a n n n a a d i 1 o n e - h a l f s t o r e y s t r u c t u r e of 
asymmetrical", p l a n w i t h stucco-covered w a l l s and a h i g h h i p r o o f 
covered w i t h s l a t e s . At the s t r u c t u r e ' s east end i s a f u l l , 
above-ground basement, which suggests ( t o g e t h e r w i t h o v e r - s i z e d 
former doorways) t h a t t h i s b u i l d i n g onoe served as a s t a b l e / 
garage. The b u i l d i n g ' s end w a l l s terminate i n h i p r o o f s w i t h 
gabled dormers. D e s p i t e apparent c o n v e r s i o n to r e s i d e n t i a l use, 
the o r i g i n a l design of #1|.25 G S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t remains sub­
s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t . 

8 . Notre Dame Academy, s c h o o l b u i l d i n g , b u i l t l95*4-» U n r e l a t e d to 
the development of the Knollwood E s t a t e , t h i s s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t 
a f t e r the p r o p e r t y ' s c o n v e r s i o n to a g i r l s ' s c h o o l . The s c h o o l 
b u i l d i n g i s l o c a t e d i n a former lawn, south o f the main house 
and i s a two-storey s t r u c t u r e f a c e d w i t h b u f f - c o l o r e d b r i c k and 
trimmed w i t h dressed l i m e s t o n e . Of modern d e s i g n , t h i s s c h o o l 
b u i l d i n g does not c o n t r i b u t e to the p r o p e r t y ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

S i g n i f i c a n c e : 

Approached from A l s l s b u r y S t r e e t by an a l l e e of t r e e s , the Lymaa 
Gordon House i s perhaps Worcester's grandest " p e r i o d " house. Based 
on French manor house a r c h i t e c t u r e of the seventeenth and e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r i e s , the house's facade appears to be r i g i d l y symmetrical, 
w i t h a c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n f l a n k e d by two s e t s of p a v i l i o n s The 
outermost p a v i l i o n s are asymmetrical i n f e n e s t r a t i o n . The house 
possesses an i r o n and g l a s s marquise made by the W. A. Snow Iron 
Works, Inc. of Boston. Along w i t h the e n t r y gates, i n t e r i o r s t a i r 
r a i l i n g , b a l c o n i e s , and door g r i l l e s , the marquise was i l l u s t r a t e d 
i n a 1915 trade catalogue of the Snow Iron Works. 

Io additdojaiifea the "high a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y , o f the\main houses . 
the Knollwood E s t a t e r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l o u t b u i l d i n g s which i n c l u d e 
a second house (of s i m i l a r d e s i g n to the main house, but s c a l e d 
down), three employees' c o t t a g e s , two former s t a b l e / s e r v i c e 
b u i l d i n g s and the v a r i o u s stucco w a l l s and gate po s t s which were 
designed to connect the s e r v i c e b u i l d i n g s . The t r e e - l i n e d d r i v e s 
which connect houses on the p r o p e r t y and the f i e l d b e h i n d the main 
house h e l p to p r e s e r v e the appearance of the former e s t a t e * as planned 
by the a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of L i t t l e & Brown of Boston. 

Commissioned by Worcester i n d u s t r i a l i s t , Lyman Gordon (1861 —1 9114.), 
the house was under c o n s t r u c t i o n and n e a r i n g completion when 
Gordon d i e d . Gordon, a founder of Wyman & Gordon Co.,_ was a 
graduate of Worcester P o l y t e c h n i c I n s t i t u t e who went to C a l i f o r n i a 
upon g r a d u a t i o n i n 1 8 8 1 . In C a l i f o r n i a , he worked f o r the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d , l a t e r f o r F. A. Rubins L Co., manufacturers 
of p r e s s e s and d i e s I n San F r a n c i s c o . In 1 8 8 3 , he r e t u r n e d to 

s t a p l e to Inventory form r bottom 
cont;d . 

Community: 
Worcester 

Form No: 

Property N - : g ~ ^ 
N a t i o n a l 

D i s t r i c t 
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Community: 
V/ore e s t e r 

Form Ncc 

Property Name: Knollwood N a t i o n a l 
r 1 R e g i s t e r D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Worcester and formed a p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h H. W i n f i e l d Wyman. The 
f i r m , which f o r many years had the o n l y drop f o r g i n g p l a n t i n 
Worcester, experienced major growth as a r e s u l t o f the success o f 
the automobile i n d u s t r y i n the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . Accordtig 
to h i s b i o g r a p h e r s , Gordon saw the automobile not as the " r i c h 
man's p l a y t h i n g , " but as a "great b e n e f i t to the commercial world." 
Based on t h i s p e r c e p t i o n , he re - a r r a n g e d M s company to be able 
to produce automobile p a r t s and opened a p l a n t i n C l e v e l a n d . In 
a d d i t i o n to h i s involvement w i t h the Wyman & Gordon Co., Lyman 
Gordon was a d i r e c t o r of the American Thermos B o t t l e Co. and the 
Merchants' N a t i o n a l Bank of Worcester. 

In 1917, the S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t e s t a t e was purchased by L u c i u s J . 
Knowles, p r e s i d e n t of the Crompton & Knowles Loom Works, and 
soneof the company's founder. P r i o r to h i s move to the Gordon 
House, Knowles l i v e d a t 15 Massachusetts Avenue. A f t e r Knowles's 
death, the house was occupied by h i s widow, who l a t e r m a r r i e d 
P. L. S t a c k p o l e . In 1928, the e s t a t e was s o l d to Theodore T. 
E l l i s , then p r e s i d e n t o f the New England F i b r e Blanket Company, 
p r e s i d n e t of the New Englnad Supply Co., a member o f the Worcester 
A r t Museum, and a prominent l o c a l a r t c o l l e c t o r . 

A f t e r E l l i s ' s ownership, much of the o r i g i n a l p r o p e r t y was s u b d i v i d e d 
f o r h o u s e l o t s . Since the e a r l y 1950s, the main house and 
surrounding l a n d have been used f o r a g i r l s ' s c h o o l , w h i l e the 
o u t b u i l d i n g s o f the e s t a t e have become p r i v a t e l y owned r e s i d e n c e s . 
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Community: 
Worcester 

Form No: 

Property Name: J n o U v o o d N a t i o n a l 
* } R e g i s t e r D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

7. "Knollwood" and o u t b u i l d i n g s 

Property 

S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t 

425 

425 B 

425 C 

425 D 

425 E 

425 F 

425 0 

As s e s s o r s ' Data 

Book 43, p. 1P 
Lot 39 
11.89 acres 

Book 43, p. 1? 
Lot D 
22,176 sq. f t . 
Book 43, p. 1E 
Lot A 
12,000 sq. f t . 
Book 43, p. 1E 
Lot G 
10,192 s q . f t . 
Book 1x3, p . 1E 
Lot D 
16,905 sq. f t . 
Book 43, P« 1E 
Lot Q 
29,120 sq. f t . 
Book 43, p. 1E 
Lots E & F 
Lot B-28,048 sq. f t . 
Lot F-21,097 s q . f t . 
Total-49,145 B<-« f t . 

Present Owner 

Notre Dame Academy 
of Worcester, Inc. 

425 S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t 
Worcester, Mass. 01609 

R i c h a r d & Dolores Green 

I s r a e l & L i l l i a n 
Lubarsky 

Mark J . I 
Forgues 

C l a i r e 

A l f r e d & Rose Saala 

J . B r u n e l l & 
S y l v i a Webman 

S t . M i c h a e l ' s passioni3t 
Monastery of West 
Soboken, Hew Je r s e y 
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