
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office oi the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

Qfc 

own W o r c e s t e r 

ddress 2i{.6 B u r n c o a t S t r e e t 

ame anos F l a g g H o u s e 

resent use r e s i d e n c e 

uine Kocne resent owner R i c h a r d 

escription: 

Date 16th c e n t u r y (ca.17lj.8v) 

Source e x t e r i o r a r c h i t e c t u r e , d e e d ! 

Style t i m b e r - f r a m e v e r n a c u l a r 

4. Map. Draw sketch of Duilain| 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Architect p r o b a b l y n o n e 

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) n o n e 

Other features a s y m m e t r i c a l f a c a d e , 

c e n t r a l c h i m n e y t 12 o v e r 12 s a s h , 

t r a n s o m o v e r e n t r y 
n o n e 

Altered a p p a r e n t Date 

(qjz7o02o/̂ /6S7cco o 

Moved nb Date 
A s s e s s o r s ' B o o k 12$ p. l±3C 

U T M ; 5. Lot size: L o t 22 8,1x50 s q . f t . 

ne acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 
60' 

Approximate distance of building from street 
3^' 

L . G a r r u t h 
I. Recorded by e d . B.I.. F f e i f f e r 

Organizat ion W o r e . H e r i t a g e P r e s . S o c 

Date J a n u a r y 1978 

( 

http://ca.17lj.8v


O r i g i n a l use r e s i d e n c e (farmhouse) 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

A b o r i g i n a l Conse rva t ion Rec rea t i on 
A g r i c u l t u r a l Educat ion R e l i g i o n 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l x E x p l o r a t i o n / S c i e n c e / 
The A r t s sett lement g invention 
C o m m e r c e ZZZZ Industry " S o c i a l / 
Communica t ion M i l i t a r y humani tar ian 
Communi ty development P o l i t i c a l _ Transpor t a t ion 

9. H i s t o r i c a l s ignif icance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

L o c a t e d n o r t h of the c e n t e r of W o r c e s t e r , i n an a r e a w h i c h was r u r a l 
u n t i l W o r l d War I , the Amos F l a g g House i s one of the c i t y ' s few w e l l -
o r e s e r v e d t i m b e r - f r a m e houses. The house c o n s i s t - of a o n e - s t o r e y f r o n t 
s e c t i o n w h i c h r i s e s f r o m a r u b b l e f o u n d a t i o n t o a p i t c h e d r o o f , and a 
o n e - s t o r e y r e a r e l l . Ths house's f r o n t s e c t i o n has a c e n t r a l chimney, 
a s y m m e t r i c a l f a c a d e (one door a n d t h r e e windows), 1 2 / 1 2 and 8 / 1 2 s a s h , 
a n d a sunken f o u r - p a n e l f r o n t door ( c a , 1 7 9 0 - l 8 ? 0 ) surmounted by a f o u r -
pane transom. The house appears u n a l t e r e d a f t e r c a . l 8 ? 0 . 

Of apparent e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y o r i g i n , t h e Amos F l a g g House has an 
u n c l e a r " h i s t o r y and i s n o t n o t e d on Caleb W a l l ' s "Hap of W o r c e s t e r ' s 
E a r l i e s t S e t t l e r s " p u b l i s h e d i n 1 8 7 7 . D u r i n g most o f the n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y the house b e l o n g e d t o Jonathan W h i t e , a f a r m e r . W h i t e i s thought 
t o have come t o W o r c e s t e r i n 1 8 0 1 and worked on the f a r m o f J o e l G l e a s o n , 
l a t e r on the farm o f Amos F l a g g , who had m a r r i e d B e t s e y G l e a s o n , daughter 
of J o e l G l e a s o n . A f t e r F l a g g ' s d e a t h i n 1825, White m a r r i e d F l a g g ' s 
widow and took t i t l e t o t h e p r o p e r t y . U n t i l 1911+ the house and f a r m r e * 
mained i n the p o s s e s s i o n of Wh i t e ' s h e i r s . A f t e r 1911]- t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
a r e a was s u b d i v i d e d i n t o house l o t s and t h e Amos F l a g g House was s o l d t o 

,Mr, and Mrs. F r e d e r i c k N e l s o n , who r e t a i n e d ownerhip i n t o t h e 1 9 7 0 s . 

I t seems most l i k e l y t h a t the. house was c o n s t r u c t e d f o r A l a n ( A l l e n ) 
F l a g g on a f i f t y - a c r e p a r c e l w h i e i i F l a g g s o l d (or perhaps mortgaged) t o 
Jonas Gale o f Waltham i n I 7 I 4 8 . D u r i n g t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e p r o p e r t y 
( w i t h a l t e r a t i o n s i n i t a b o u n d a r i e s ) changed hands s e v e r a l t i m e s 

( c o n t . ) 
10. B i b l i o g r a p h y and /o r re fe rences (such as l o c a l h i s to r i e s , deeds, a s s e s s o r ' s r e c o r d s , 

ea r ly maps, e tc . ) 

C i t y maps and d i r e c t o r i e s 

Car r u t h , L. H i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h prepared, f o r and on f i l e a t t h e 
W o r c e s t e r H e r i t a g e P r e s e r v a t i o n S o c i e t y . 

r 

c 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Woreester 

Property Name: P 2 ? a g g House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
o. 
w i t h i n t h e Gleason and F l a g g f a m i l i e s . Owned b r i e f l y by S i l a s and 
Amos F l a g g j o i n t l y i n 1 8 0 7 , t h e house was n o t owned s o l e l y b y Amos F l a g g 
u n t i l 1 8 1 6 , the ye a r o f h i s m a r r i a g e . A l t h o u g h t h e F l a g g House i s among 
the b e s t p r e s e r v e d "Cape Cod" s t y l e houses i n W o r c e s t e r , i t has been 
l a r g e l y u n n o t i c e d by the t r a d i t i o n a l s o u r c e s o f h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n . 


