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Moved Date

5. Lot size: 14000 sq: ft.

One acre or less ¥ Over one acre

Approximate frontage 751

Approximate distance of building from street

40"
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Organization Byookline Historical Comn

Date Summer ., 1978
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7. Original owner (if known) Gordon Plummer

Original use Residence TN,

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 2 family house, 1948, Apartments

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
See other Sewall Ave. houses for community development.

The last in the group of Queen Anne houses at this end of the street,
this one was built about the same time as # 97 (see for comparison).

It presents a more blocky appearance, and all the details are more
rigid and controlled - the paneled squares in the gable peaks, the
acute angles of the flanking sashes in the Palladian type window -
relieved somewhat by the swirling pargetting work at the window and

in the portico pediment, and the nice touch of using bands of stagger-
ed butt shingles to extend the line of the Palladian window a,nd under-
line the second floor eaves. The window itself is quite unusual,
especially the curved pargetted panels. The pedimented portico with
the off-center entranceway and side window is reminiscent of #103

next door. The irregular massing and roof line, polygonal bay window,
pargetting, and the texture achieved by the use of different patterns
of shingles are all very typical of the Queen Anne style, and the

seven houses in that style now remaining on Sewall Avenue are excellent
examples of it.

The original owner, Gordon Plummer, was a partner with L. T. Tupper
in Wm. F. Johnson & Co., hides and leather, at 244 Purchase St., Boston.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Brookline Atlases, 1884, 1888
Brookline . Tax Lists, 1885-1888
Brookline Directory, 1886
Boston Directory, 1886
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Original (pink) form to CLG file M

One copy to the following:

Eligibility file

Inventory form o

Town file (with correspondence)

MACRIS Coordinator

National Register Director

¢

| Community: | Brookline

|

CLG OPINION: ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER

| Date Reviewed: |

Date Received: _I Date Due:
Type: Individual Yeg/No |

| District (attach map indicating boundaries) | Yes/No

Property Name | Gordan Plummer House | MHC Inv Form #: | 26 125-4

Prop. Address | 109 Sewall Avenue

Action | Honor |[¥e9No | |ITC |Yes®No| | Grant | Yes/No

CLGC initiated Yes/No Other
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES DISTRICTS
Eligible FesNo Eligible Yes/No
Eligible, also in a district Yes/No Ineligible Yes/No
Eligible only in a district Yes/No More Information Needed Yes/No
Ineligible Yes/No
More Information Needed Yes/No
CRITERIA: A-Yes/No [ B-Yes/No [ CfyesNo | D-Yes/No
LEVEL: Local-Yes/No | State-Yes/No | National-Yes/No

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by: ]

(Refer to criteria cited above in statement of significance. If more information is needed, use space to describe what is
needed to finish eligibility opinion)

The Gordan Plummer House is eligible for individual listing under Criterion C. The 1884 house is an outstanding
surviving intact example of the Queen Anne style with exceptional architectural detailing characteristic of the work of an
unknown architect who was familiar with the style in the early years of its popularity. The house is an important survivor of
the late nineteenth century period shortly before the enlargement of Beacon Street with its new electric trolley line.

The Longwood neighborhood of Brookline was first developed by David Sears in the 1850s. The historic core that
includes the original Sears property is part of the Longwood National Register District. Developed as one.of the earliest
fashionable suburban neighborhoods of Boston, Longwood continued to be popular for wealthy Bostonians who commuted
in via Beacon Street or the Boston &Albany Railroad at the Chapel Street station. The original Sears development ended at
Kent Street, but expanded west along Sewall and Longwood Avenues in the post-Civil Ware period. A large number of
single family homes were built designed by a variety of fashionable architects. Unfortunately, many of these houses were
demolished in the mid-to-late-twentieth century for apartment blocks. For that reason, the Longwood NR district did not
extend beyond Kent Street to include houses such as 109 Sewall Avenue.

On May 3, 1884 the Brookline Chronicle announced that Gordan Plummer was planning to build a house on Sewall
Avenue. The house was probably not completed until 1885 as Plummer was not taxed on the house until 1886. Plummer
(1851-1894) was one of the organizers and a treasurer of the Boston Leather Company. As a prominent businessman,
Plummer was typical of the Boston businessmen who built homes in the Longwood neighborhood.

By 1884 the Queen Anne style was at the height of its popularity among fashionable architects. The Plummer House
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exhibits outstanding features of the style, particularly the front verandah with its stylized posts and pediment with a very
ornate floral design. The floral motif is repeated in the Palladian window in the gable end. In an unusual feature, the
flanking windows are recessed to allow for curved panels supporting this floral design. Above the Palladian window, and in
the dormer pediments, is Queen Anne style half-timber ornament. Most of the windows are wood with two over two double
hung lights, but the upper sash in the dormer windows has small multi-pane lights. Also characteristic of the style is the use
of decorative wood shingle patterns.

Alterations to the house have mostly been restricted to the interior. In 1922 Dr. Arthur Cushing hired architect Dana
Somes to add a sleeping porch on the rear, as well as make other unspecified interior changes. Subsequent changes occurred
after WWII, beginning with the construction of a brick seven car garage in the rear for Hasat Real Estate Company (Saul
Moffie, architect) to serve the apartment block on an adjoining lot. The house was converted for a two-family residence in
1948 for Harris Poorvu, Herman L. Feer, architect. The same architect was brought back for additional interior changes in
1950. Throughout these alterations the exterior remained intact, although it required extensive repairs in 1994. At the same
time the two kitchens were remodeled.

The 14,000 s.f. property includes the seven car garage built in 1927, which is not considered a contributing resource as it
is historically related to the apartment block on the adjoining property, 115 Sewall Avenue. The apartment block at 115
Sewall Avenue is not considered eligible at this time.
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MHC response to CLG opinion
Gordon Plummer House, 109 Sewall Avenue, Brookline

MHC staff have reviewed the opinion, and we agree that the property is individually
eligible for National Register listing under Criterion C as a well-preserved example of the
Queen Anne style, epitomizing that popular style and reflecting the development of the
Longwood neighborhood of Brookline as one of imposing, stylish houses, many built for
wealthy Boston commuters. We recommend that the property is also eligible under
Criterion A as well, for its historical associations with the development of Brookline in
the late 19" and early 20" centuries. We note that the addition of the multi-car garage at
the rear of the property several decades after the house was built reflects the evolution of
the area from largely single family to one including many multifamily and apartment-
style residences; at approximately the same time, this house was being converted from
single family to two-family use and apparently remained so through the second half of
the 20™ century. It is quite likely that should a nomination be prepared for this property,
the period of significance would include the later period during which the garage was
constructed.

Staff notes, too, that it is quite likely that this property stands within an area potentially
eligible for listing in the National Register as a district. That potential district could
include other residential properties on Sewall Avenue built at approximately the same
time and in similar styles, as well as properties on nearby St. Paul Street. Additional
documentation on the present condition and appearance of these residences would be
necessary in order to corroborate the presence of a potential district, and boundaries of
such a district would remain to be determined.
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