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Source Tax List 

yle Queen A n n e 

p-chitect Information not available 

Exterior wall fabric Shinplp.s 

Outbuildings (describe) Qarap-e 

Other features^ stnn'pg , falp ^nnf 
w / g a b l e , gabled d o r m e r s , p o l y g o n a l 
bay w i n d o w , wi <1P pnrrh w/ppii impntprl 
portico S pilasters on c o l s . , p a r ­
getting in pediment,, plain S—stag-
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Altered 6 Date 3 

Moved Date 

5. Lot size: 1 4 0 0 0 s q < f t # 

One acre or less Over one acre_ 

Approximate frontage 7 5 ' 
Approximate distance of building from street 

40_! 

6. RecordedbyK. P o l k . L . Larkin 

Organization R m n l r H n P P ^ t n n V a l rnrnv 
Date RnmmPi-. 1Q7R 
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7. Original owner (if known) Gordon Plummer 

Original use R e s i d e n c e ~^ 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 2 family h o u s e , 1 9 4 8 , A p a r t m e n t s 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
C o m m e r c e 
Communication 
Community development 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

See other Sewall A v e . houses for community d e v e l o p m e n t . 

The last in the group of Queen Anne h o u s e s at this end of the s t r e e t , 
this one was built about the same time as f 97 (see for c o m p a r i s o n ) . 
It presents a m o r e blocky a p p e a r a n c e , and all the details are m o r e 
rigid and controlled - the paneled squares in the gable p e a k s , the 
acute angles of the flanking saehes in the Palladian type window -
relieved somewhat by the swirling pargetting work at the w i n d o w and 
in t h e portico p e d i m e n t , and the nice touch of using bands of s t a g g e r ­
ed butt shingles to extend the line of the Palladian window a^nd u n d e r ­
line the second floor e a v e s . The window itself is quite u n u s u a l , 
especially the curved pargetted p a n e l s . The pedimented portico with 
the off-center entranceway and side w i n d o w is r e m i n i s c e n t of #103 
next d o o r . The irregular m a s s i n g and roof l i n e , p o l y g o n a l bay w i n d o w , 
p a r g e t t i n g , and the texture achieved by the use of d i f f e r e n t patterns 
of shingles are all v e r y t y p i c a l of the Queen A n n e s t y l e , and the 
seven houses in that style now remaining on Sewall Avenue are excellent 
examples of i t . 

The o r i g i n a l o w n e r , Gordon Plummer, was a partner with L. T . T u p p e r 
in W m . F. Johnson S C o . , hides and l e a t h e r , at 244 Purchase S t . , B o s t o n . 

Conservation Recreation 
Education Religion 

X Exploration/ Science/ " 
settlement _____ invention ) 

Industry Social/ » 
Military humanitarian 
Political Transportation 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Brookline A t l a s e s , 1 8 8 4 , 1888 
Brookline Tax L i s t s , 1885-1888 
Brookline D i r e c t o r y , 1886 
Boston D i r e c t o r y , 1886 
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the week. • • - • •• / «. 
/New courses' of study In Language and 
History are in preparation,; and Will soon 
be ready to submit to the School Com­
mittee for adoption. An outline In Les­
sons on Health Is also being prepared. 

llliss^Catnerine JL Spence, of Australia, 
Honorary Qomraitl. ncr to the World's 
^FalrvlSy^^vernrnl^.* 

- S t a t i o 

NE 
H G O M 

TREME o 1 HA2AR ^ JEOPAF FROND bow B107 mo Unfuags that will Jfin U>« be Dictionary to 
BMIKT BOTOWJ 

"Who have tak think of It, an. favor. Simply tells the atory c Indigestion or d •able for sick h report remarks ffiatUm, aalt rh 

NEAR Lib Chop Stl return to 886 V 

7 TO CI 
Thote who 

ItEGtTLAIU 
homes early 
ter-oarrlera. 

Call or sen THE 

http://trj.de


/aV in 
iSarrett 
J0 Harv 
y$ ball; 
QLya^k 

jwitbin 
ookline 
i wedge 
»' play-
a goal 
bat the 
vent to 
did not 
panted 
rd line, 
arvard. 
centre, 
ddwhSr 
de the 
and the 
currd a 
kick a 

and by 
worked 
realized 
d also 
i to 6 In 
Brook* 
tit-on 
le with 
i teams 

an, Df. 
. . Lewlt 
C. Horton 
(captain; 
4 Garrett 
. VTeale 

C. Horton 
HartweU 
•a lloaki 
. .Blaka 
roAlliater 
laoomber 
Wffiw, 

•it from 
- M r . B. 
W I S Hi 

jeen for sixteen years the manager Jib* She* and f Leather Reporter in 
jst0$»~ ^ 
Deceased left a wife a n d four children, 

three daughters a n d one BOD . t He had a 
beautiful home i n Long wood, and his 
domestic life was thoroughly happy. m 

J . He was of . a SunnyJemperamcutand 
endeared himself to- a l l with wbom be 
was associated, either I D business or so­
cially. It can.be truth furl ly aaid of hfrrr 
that he »«had not a n enemy in.the world." 
^^r^lia^mer wa| a gr̂ a,t* favorite with 
every > one I n the ;^wi00f^j^tM^t 
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•That 

been taken In the prime of life from all 
that he4dtred^from_wifp,:cbUdrenand 
friends, is a bitter sorrow to,those who 
have; been bereaved. It was not long 
ago that his oldest brother died; now has 
passed away the .youngest boy of the 
family,: leaving one brother and thou* 
sands of frienda_to mbufnV Twenty-five 
years ago, when seventeen years of age; 
Gordon, jpiummer commenced his busl 
ness life, yWhen he died he waa treas­
urer of -the Boston Leather Co., a cor­
poration growing out of theleather firm 
with which he startedv lie' made a rec­
ord to be proud of, During hi* entire 
business career he has always had thfe 
confidence and good will of everyone who 
had business relations wi th him. VVhat 
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that of honesty: and integrity 1 That 
youngest child, a boy.eight years old; 
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had the faculty orfmparting it To ofhers. 
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thuslastlc approval of what she saw therê  V^a, 
In several rooms she-addressed the pupils 
most interestingly..: •C':̂ r '"••>• 
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An annual statement has just been Issued 
by .Dr. W . T.* Harris, the Commissioner 
of Education, "In whjeh he'Speaks of the 
vSst'Importance'bt tne woricTSTtflrTlrf 
view of Û ĉb>nge«2.now;'Jn progress in 
our educational «yst«m.~He4a especially 
impressed with Its probable effect upon 
the mechanic arts, and says t> Strange as 
It may appear at first sight, it la possible 
td~elevaie' the productive-power of the 
whole people In this way, and it la not 
necessary to have any ighdraht or unskll 
ful people reserved for lower forms Of In­
dustry. The intelligent :bratn!î ti Is set 
to work at lower forma of Industry Invent 
a machine and: deftly'slips it tn between 
himself and his drudgery, He becomes a 
productive power and accomplishes much 
more wjth the machinery under hie charge 
than he. could bave done with mere bauds 
and muscles. The world'* fairs have 
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taught the new lesson—that It !» a matter 
of national concern to educate the taste 
of Its people .by the ) establishment of 
Schools of art and design^ and by element­
ary art education In the people's schools 
of all grades." - ~ /, ? 

- Among ihe many important .works on 
dertaken by the Bureau of Educatlou dtifcj 
log the past year has been- an originttUF 
vestlgatloh of tb"e~~pFylTcal,jThefvous and 
mental condltionof .children In the public 
schools ;of-Washington, for wh|ch*meaa* 
ureraents have been made, withthYald of 
the teachers,; upon about. 25,000 children. 
This work haa beeirunder the dlr̂ ciloirot 
Div Ajrthw.;l̂ acDonald'>';:tt6nipeciaUat' of 
the bureau. , 
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F O R M H C USE O N L Y 
Original (pink) form to CLG file 
One copy to the following: 
Eligibility file 
Inventory form 
Town file (with correspondence) 
MACRIS Coordinator 
National Register Director 

Community: | Brookline 
C L G O P I N I O N : E L I G I B I L I T Y F O R N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R 

Date Received: ^-..Date Due: Date Reviewed: 
Type: Individual (XsyfNo District (attach map indicating boundaries) Yes/No 
Property N a m e Gordan Plummer House M H C Inv Form #: 26 125-4 
Prop. Address 109 Sewall Avenue 

Action Honor 
C L G C in 

£esXNo 
itiated 

| ITC 

Yes/No 
Yes/r® Grant Yes/® 

Other 

I N D I V I D U A L P R O P E R T I E S D I S T R I C T S 
Eligible (y^siNo Eligible Yes/No 
Eligible, also in a district Yes/No Ineligible Yes/No 
Eligible only in a district Yes/No More Information Needed Yes/No 
Ineligible Yes/No 
More Information Needed Yes/No 

C R I T E R I A : A-Yes/No B-Yes/No C^Yes/No D-Yes/No 
L E V E L : Local -Yes/No State- Yes/No National-Yes/No 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E b y : | 
(Refer to criteria c i ted above in statement of significance. If m o r e information is needed, use space to describe what is 
needed to finish eligibility opinion) 

The Gordan Plummer House is eligible for individual listing under Criterion C. The 1884 house is an outstanding 
surviving intact example of the Queen Anne style with exceptional architectural detailing characteristic of the work of an 
unknown architect who was familiar with the style in the early years of its popularity. The house is an important survivor of 
the late nineteenth century period shortly before the enlargement of Beacon Street with its new electric trolley line. 

The Longwood neighborhood of Brookline was first developed by David Sears in the 1850s. The historic core that 
includes the original Sears property is part of the Longwood National Register District. Developed as one of the earliest 
fashionable suburban neighborhoods of Boston, Longwood continued to be popular for wealthy Bostonians who commuted 
in via Beacon Street or the Boston &Albany Railroad at the Chapel Street station. The original Sears development ended at 
Kent Street, but expanded west along Sewall and Longwood Avenues in the post-Civil Ware period. A large number of 
single family homes were built designed by a variety of fashionable architects. Unfortunately, many of these houses were 
demolished in the mid-to-late-twentieth century for apartment blocks. For that reason, the Longwood NR district did not 
extend beyond Kent Street to include houses such as 109 Sewall Avenue. 

On May 3, 1884 the Brookline Chronicle announced that Gordan Plummer was planning to build a house on Sewall 
Avenue. The house was probably not completed until 1885 as Plummer was not taxed on the house until 1886. Plummer 
(1851-1894) was one of the organizers and a treasurer of the Boston Leather Company. As a prominent businessman, 
Plummer was typical of the Boston businessmen who built homes in the Longwood neighborhood. 

By 1884 the Queen Anne style was at the height of its popularity among fashionable architects. The Plummer House 



exhibits outstanding features of the style, particularly the front verandah with its stylized posts and pediment with a very 
ornate floral design. The floral motif is repeated in the Palladian window in the gable end. In an unusual feature, the 
flanking windows are recessed to allow for curved panels supporting this floral design. Above the Palladian window, and in 
the dormer pediments, is Queen Anne style half-timber ornament. Most of the windows are wood with two over two double 
hung lights, but the upper sash in the dormer windows has small multi-pane lights. Also characteristic of the style is the use 
of decorative wood shingle patterns. 

Alterations to the house have mostly been restricted to the interior. In 1922 Dr. Arthur Cushing hired architect Dana 
Somes to add a sleeping porch on the rear, as well as make other unspecified interior changes. Subsequent changes occurred 
after WWII, beginning with the construction of a brick seven car garage in the rear for Hasat Real Estate Company (Saul 
Moffie, architect) to serve the apartment block on an adjoining lot. The house was converted for a two-family residence in 
1948 for Harris Poorvu, Herman L. Feer, architect. The same architect was brought back for additional interior changes in 
1950. Throughout these alterations the exterior remained intact, although it required extensive repairs in 1994. At the same 
time the two kitchens were remodeled. 

The 14,000 s.f. property includes the seven car garage built in 1927, which is not considered a contributing resource as it 
is historically related to the apartment block on the adjoining property, 115 Sewall Avenue. The apartment block at 115 
Sewall Avenue is not considered eligible at this time. 

Use reverse side if necessary 

M H C S T A F F O P I N I O N 
Date Received: Date Reviewed: ~j j f j / 0 "7 
Opinion: Disagree M o r e Informat ion Needed 

\ - Use Reverse for Commen t s 



MHC response to CLG opinion 
Gordon Plummer House, 109 Sewall Avenue, Brookline 
MHC staff have reviewed the opinion, and we agree that the property is individually 
eligible for National Register listing under Criterion C as a well-preserved example of the 
Queen Anne style, epitomizing that popular style and reflecting the development of the 
Longwood neighborhood of Brookline as one of imposing, stylish houses, many built for 
wealthy Boston commuters. We recommend that the property is also eligible under 
Criterion A as well, for its historical associations with the development of Brookline in 
the late 19th and early 20 th centuries. We note that the addition of the multi-car garage at 
the rear of the property several decades after the house was built reflects the evolution of 
the area from largely single family to one including many multifamily and apartment-
style residences; at approximately the same time, this house was being converted from 
single family to two-family use and apparently remained so through the second half of 
the 20 th century. It is quite likely that should a nomination be prepared for this property, 
the period of significance would include the later period during which the garage was 
constructed. 
Staff notes, too, that it is quite likely that this property stands within an area potentially 
eligible for listing in the National Register as a district. That potential district could 
include other residential properties on Sewall Avenue built at approximately the same 
time and in similar styles, as well as properties on nearby St. Paul Street. Additional 
documentation on the present condition and appearance of these residences would be 
necessary in order to corroborate the presence of a potential district, and boundaries of 
such a district would remain to be determined. 

BF 7/11/07 


