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FORM B - BUILDING 
AREA FORM NO. 

26/125-2 

Town B rook 1 ine MRA 

Address ^-7 S e w a l l A v e n u e 

Historic NameWilliam Murphy House 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date .1886 

tax list Source_ 

Style Q u e e n A n n e 

Architect1" n ^ o r m a t i on not a v a i l a b l e 

Exterior wall fabric s h i n g l e 

Outbuildings b a r n ( s h i n g l e d ) 

See attached map. 

Boston South Quadrangle 
UTM Reference: 19/325590/4689670 
Map #: 60 

Major alterations (with dates) 

No a l t e r a t i o n p e r m i t s on file 

Moved n o Date 

Recorded by P o l k , Lark i n , B e n k a 

Organization B r o o k l i n e H i s t o r i c a l Com, 

C a t e S u m m e r 1 9 7 8 ; u p d a t e 5/85 

Approx. acreage 14,861 s q . f t . 

Setting One of three s.f. free stand 
ing houses in now densely populated 

a r e a ; slightly larger than #103&1 OS 

but lot sizes and setbacks are simi 
1 ar. 

(Staple additional sheets here) 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108 
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BKL.506 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 
T h i s h o u s e a n d # s 1 0 3 a n d 1 0 9 h a v e m u c h l a r g e r lots t h a n t he h o u s e s at the 

ot h e r e n d of S e w a l l , p r o b a b l y r e f l e c t i n g the fact t h a t the lots' h e r e w e r e laid out 
and s o l d by t h e . t S t e a m s f a m i l y - the o t h e r l a n d h a d a l r e a d y b e e n sold- by t h e m w h e n 
the land w as s u b d i v i d e d . B u i l t a b o u t the s a m e t i m e as 1 0 9 a n d 7 6 - C S e w a l l A v e n u e , 
t h i s h o u s e can be c o m p a r e d to 1 0 9 S e w a l l , b o t h e m p l o y i n g e l a b o r a t e w i n d o w t r e a t m e n t 
in the g a b l e s , v a r i e d s h i n g l e p a t t e r n s , a n d f r o n t p o r c h e s . T h i s h o u s e h as a rounde 
bay on the p o r c h ; 1 0 9 has a p o l y g o n a l b a y o u t s i d e the p o r c h . All of the d e t a i l s 
( p o r c h c o l u m n s , g a b l e d e c o r a t i o n s ) are m o r e g r a c e f u l l y h a n d l e d a n d m o r e d e l i c a t e 
here than at 1 0 9 . Of p a r t i c u l a r n o t e is the f i n e l y s c a l e d a n d balanced>. g r o u p i n g o 1 
t h p t h r e e g a b l e s in the f r o n t . T h e l a n d s c a p i n a and. the s p a c i o u s " p i a z z a g i v e the 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state > h ouse a m o r e rura 

history and how the building relates to the development of the community.)appearanee 
t h a n its n e i g h ­
b o r s . 

The o r i g i n a l o w n e r , W a l d o S t e a r n s , p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d at the c o r n e r of W e b s t e r 
and H a r v a r d S t r e e t s . He was t r e a s u r e r of the A . T . - S t e a r n s L u m b e r Co w h i c h h a d 
o f f i c e s at 2 P o s t O f f i c e S q u a r e a n d 4 7 0 A l b a n y S t r e e t in B o s t o n a n d w h a r v e s at 
N e p o n s e t . In 19 30 the h o u s e w as p u r c h a s e d by D r . Wil l j a m P a r r y M u r p h y w h o , 
a l o n g w i t h D r . G e o r g e M i n o t , w a s a w a r d e d the N o b e l P r i z e in M e d i c i n e for t h e i r 
d i s c o v e r y of a cure for p e r n i c i o u s a n e m i a . 
M u r p h y was b o r n in W i s c o n s i n in 1 8 9 2 a n d was. g r a d u a t e d f r o m the U n i v e r s i t y 
of O r e g o n in 1 9 1 4 a n d the H a r v a r d M e d i c a l S c h o o l in 1 9 2 0 . W h i l e s e r v i n g as 
an i n t e r n at r. - R h o d e I s l a n d H o s p i t a l , he was one of the first p h y s i c i a n s to 
carry out l a b o r a t o r y e x a m s of t h e b l o o d w h i c h i n c l u d e d b l o o d c o u n t s . In 1 9 2 2 
he b e g a n h is r e s i d e n c y at the P e t e r B e n t B r i g h a m H o s p i t a l in B o s t o n a n d c a r r i e d 
o u t p r e l i m i n a r y c l i n i c a l a n d l a b o r a t o r y s t u d i e s of p a t i e n t s r e f e r r e d to D r . 
M i n o t for d i s e a s e s of the b l o o d . 
In m a k i n g the a w a r d ^ i n 1 9 3 4 the N o b e l P r i z e C o m m i t t e e s t a t e d t he the r e c i p i e n t s 
in a d d i t i o n to developing a c u r e for t h i s h e r e t o f o r e fatal f o r m of a n e m i a , h a d 
also d i s c o v e r e d a u n i q u e f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e i n v o l v e d in the n o r m a l c a p a c i t y 
of the b o n e m a r r o w to p r o d u c e s u f f i c i e n t red b l o o d c o r p u s c l e s in man a n d o t h e r 
a n i m a l s . 
T h i s p r o p e r t y m e e t s N R c r i t e r i a B , b e i n g t h e h o m e . o f D r . W i l l i a m M u r p h y 
w h o was a w a r d e d the N o b e l P r i z e in M e d i c i n e for d i s c o v e r i n g a cure f o r - p e r n i c i o i 

anemia in 1934. and criteria C as a well-preserved example, of Queen Anne architecture. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author4, date and publisher) 

B r o o k l i n e A t l a s e s , 1 8 8 4 , 1 8 8 8 
B r o o k l i n e Tax l i s t s , 1 8 8 6 - 1 8 8 8 
B r o o k l i n e D i r e c t o r y , 1 8 8 5 - 1 8 8 7 
B o s t o n D i r e c t o r y , 1 8 8 6 
P r o c e e d i n g s of the B r o o k l i n e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , 1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 4 . " P e r n i c i o u s A n e m i a 
y i e l d s to N e w E n g l a n d C h a r a c t e r " by W i l l i a m C a s t l e , p . 1 2 6 . 

10M - 7/82 



STREET 
00° GO DO 01 

K n m 3 .rj a 

BKL.506 

rj[g|_g| q i Q ; OiflioK 
TH ORNDIV 

S i 
^ <^<> A>> S ^ \ ^ 



La-

F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston 

9 

la Area no. F o r m no. 

1- Town R m n n V l i n P 

Address g 7 Sp.wall Avenue 

a m e 

resent use Residence 

resent owner . P. Murphy Jr., 

escription: 

a t e 

Source T a y _ _ _ 

le Queen Anne 

chitect Information not a v a i l a b l e 

terior wall fabric Shingles 

Outbuildings (describe) Shingled barn 

" p e d i m e n t , fan designs f l a n k ­
ing gable w i n d o w , shingles 
used in i m b r i c a t e d , w a v e £ 
staggered butt p a t t e r n s . 

Other features 2% s t o r i e s , gabled roof 
irregular m a s s i n g , off -center e n t ­
r a n c e , porch across front w / c o l u m n s 
S r a i l i n g , 3 p a n e l brick c h i m n e y s , 
shed S gabled d o r m e r s , d e c o r a t e d 
b a r g e b o a r d s , sunburst in d o r m e r * 
Altered Date 

Moved Date 

5. Lot size: m 8 6 1 s q . f t . 

One acre or less _\£ Over one acre_ 

Approximate frontage QJ^ t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

2_5J 

6. Recorded by K | P o 1 v | T | < T, a r k-; n 

Organization Brookline H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

Date S u m m e r , 197 8 

(over) 

I 
37M-7-77 
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7. Original owner (if known) Mald£) n R - ^ r m e 

Original use Efe&idfi&SS 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
C o m m e r c e 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This house and #s 103 £ 109 have much larger lots than the houses 
at the other end of Sewall, probably reflecting the fact that the 
lots here were laid out and sold by the Stearns family - the other 
land had already beer? sold by them when the land was subdivided. 
(See other Sewall Ave. houses for community development.) Built 
about the same time as # 109 £ # 76-78, this house can be compared 
to 109 Sewall for the elements of the Queen Anne style they have in 
common. Both employ elaborate window treatment in the gables, 
varied shingle patterns, and front porches. This house has a round­
ed bay on the porch; # 109 has a polygonal bay outside the porch. 
All of the details (porch columns, gable decorations) are more grace­
fully handled and more delicate here than at 109. The whole appear­
ance of this house leaves the impression that the architect used a 
great deal of imagination and paid careful attention to detail; one 
of its most pleasing features is the finely scaled and balanced 
grouping of the three gables in the front. The landscaping and the 
spacious "piazza" give the house a more rural appearance than its 
neighbors. 

The original owner, Waldo Stearns, previously lived at the corner of 
Webster S Harvard Sts. He was treasurer of the A. T. Stearns Lumber 
Co., which had offices at 2 Post Office Sq S 4.70 Albany St. in Boston, 
and wharves at Neponset. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early m a p s , etc.) 

Brookline Atlases, 1884, 1888 
Brookline Tax Lists, 1886-88 
Brookline Directory, 1885-87 
Boston Directory, 1886 
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