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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The carriage barn at 0 Thayer Street was built in 1858-1860
by Nathaniel Lyford as carpenter for Edward Wild as owner of
the former estate house (1844-1845, 363 Washington Street,
demolished). The Wild barn follows the form of a one and a
half story suburban estate stable of wood frame construction
set on field stone foundation, with a central carriage bay
and end gables. The design is of plain Italianate Style with
center loft gable, heavy cornice molding, deep eaves and a
short return at the gable ends, typical of the pre-Civil War
period. Original features include the clapboard siding, hay
loft hoist and six over six sash windows on the right bay.
In 1892 additions were made to the gable ends as storage
sheds, although possibly as early as 1888. Sometime after
the First World War, the carriage bays were remodeled for an
auto garage with overhead track doors, leaving the central
loft gable intact from the original design. The Wild
carriage barn at 0 Thayer Street is notable as a surviving
estate stable in Brookline Village from the pre-Civil War
period, intact with original Italianate details, now
converted as an auto storage garage.
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

The carriage barn at 0 Thayer Street is dated 1858-1860 by
deed and tax records to Edward Wild, son of Dr. William
Wild, a noted Brookline physician. The Wild barn was built
on the rear lot of the original Seth Thayer estate developed
in 1844 from a subdivision plan by Amos Binney with a
suburban house built by 1845 at 363 Washington Street.(now
demolished). In April 1858 the Thayer estate was sold to
Edward Wild, who contracted Nathanial Lyford as carpenter to
build "a good and sufficient barn" on Lot 10 of the Binney
Plan on Thayer Street. The Wild tax records show an increase
in assessment from $2,00 to $4,00 from 1858 to 1859,
suggesting that the barn was built by this time, although
the first listing of a "stable" is the 1861 tax description,
thus prescribing the building date between 1858-1860. In
1866 the Wild estate was sold to Josiah Conant, who is
listed in 1892 with a permit for additions to the stable,
although the 1888 Atlas shows side sheds around the original
barn footprint. With the demolition of the original Wild
house in 1903 for a brick row (now 363 Washington Street)
the Wild barn was left as the sole surviving building of the
original estate, numbered as 0 Thayer Street. The present
barn is of historic value for its association with the Wild
family in Brookline, and as one of the few intact surviving
suburban estate stables remaining in Brookline Village, now
converted as an auto garage.
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