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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

Town Rrooj^Ling HRA 

Address 'oad 

Historic Name Robert S, Davis House 

Use: Original resi dent'' -~ 2 

Present residential 

lOwnership:• Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

Original owner 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1859-1860 

? fin T*1-!" 

Source tax lists 

Style Italianati 

Architect '.r. [orma t i or not avaflaMe 

Exterior wall fabric claobftard 

Outbuildings hv'ck parare (2027) 

Major alterations (with dates)_ 

remove front norch ' add norches on 

rear o• house 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 5US5 scuare feet 

Recorded by ik; 

Organization B r o o V 1 1 n e Historical Con 

Date Fall, 19 8 0 

Setting Set on corner of Greenough and 

Stanton, front of house fully visible 

from Stanton Rd., low hedge, approx. 

Atlas na^e - 3 9-299/5 15 foot set back Newton Quadrangle 
UTM Reference: 

Staple additional sheets here], 19/3247704688860 
, - Map #: 58 
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50 S t a n t o n R o a d m e e t s N R c r i t e r i a C, b e i n g one of a sma l l n u m b e r of 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e h o m e s in B r o o k l i n e w h i c h falls i n t o the c a t e g o r y of 
c e n t e r e d g a b l e p l a n a n d r e t a i n s its o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g s u c h as d o u b l e 
b r a c k e t s u n d e r n e a t h a d e e p c o r n i c e ; b r a c k e t e d w i n d o w h e a d s a n d r e c t a n g u l a r 
a r c h e d w i n d o w c r o w n s ; p a i r e d d o o r s w i t h large p a n e g l a z i n g ; q u o i n s ; two 
s t o r y bay w i n d o w s ; a n d p a i r e d w i n d o w s , 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

lumber 50 Stanton Poad is one'of four Ttalianate style houses cn 
Stanton RoadfCsee also f orris for 2 2 (5 Lincoln V.d.) , 25, and 44 .) 
Typical features of the style found in the design of this house include 
the rounded third floor windows. nuoins, double brackets under the 
cornice, deer- eaves, double doors at the front entrance, two light 
sashes, the central gable ennhasizing the front entrance, and the framed 
windows on the third floor as well as the heavily canned windows on the 
first. Similar window capping is ^ound at the second story of #44, 22 
and 2 5 Stanton. The use of double brackets is also seen at the other houses' 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Older than #44 ' Stanton, but built after /rs-22 and 25, this house 
constructed on land which had belonged to Davi s' father, Robert Sharp 
Davis. The latter Davis inherited the land from his maternal aunt, 
Susanna Sharn who had married Samuel Craft. Robert Sharp Davis descended 
from Ebenezer Davis who had purchased land in Brookline as earlv as 1746. 
The Davis family also owned land around what is now Linden Street: 
Thomas Aspinwall Davis, the great uncle of the owner of this 
house, r.ras a mayor of Boston and lieed at 2 9 Linden Place (See form) 

Robert charn Davis was born in Brookline, the son of Robert Sharp 
and Lucy Stearns Davis, in 1311. In 1825, he entered the firm of 
Crocker and Brewster, publishers; several years later, he joined the firm 
of Lincoln, Edmands , and Company, and in 1835 , he succeeded them, and formed 
the fir^ of Robert S. Davis and Gorman-". Re published schcolbocks in 
Boston until the year of his death. 187 5. Among his more prominent publi­
cations were the mathematical works of Benjamin Green-leaf.-

Davis married Mary Shannon in 1837; one of their six children was L. 
Shannon Davis who built #36 Sumner Road. 

* E x a m p l e s of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e in B r o o k l i n e i n c l u d e t h e c o m m o n a n d s e l f -
c o n t a i n e d f r o n t g a b l e a r r a n g e m e n t w h o s e f o r m is c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the 
Gre e k R e v i v a l s t y l e ; t he box s h a p e d h o u s e w i t h h i p p e d roof a n d , in s o m e 
c a s e s , c u p o l a ; the r e c t a n g u a l r or s q u a r i s h c e n t e r e d g a b l e p l a n , in m a n y 
r e s p e c t s s i m i l a r to t h e s i m p l e h i p p e d roof v a r i e t y ; a n d the a s y m m e t r i c a l 
(in a l m o s t all c a s e s L - s h a p e d ) c o n f i g u r a t i o n w h i c h b r e a k s out of the r e ­
s t r a i n e d s q u a r e or r e c t a n g u l a r h o u s e f o r m a n d r e f l e c t s , a l o n g w i t h the 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES Got h i c», R e v i v a l s t y l e , the i n f l u e n c e of the P i c t u r e s 
History of Brookline, Massachusetts- 1906, np 226, 227 que m o d e . 
Maps-1844, 1855, 1871 
Atlas-1874, 1884, 1893 
Tax lists-1856-1867 

20M-2/80 
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E3 
its 

GREENDUflH 

€Z2 

*Z3 

m i 

P I E R C E 

P L A Y G R O U N D 

HO 

0'> 




