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NRIND NRMRA 10/17/1985

AREA FORM NO. |
FORM B - BUILDING 98/357-4~13

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108

Town Brookline MRA /Boston (Jamaica Plain)

| Address 284 (282c) Newton Street

';Historic Name Jobn Ilarris Iouse and farm

(Allandale Farm)

sidential; mmercial
MUse: Present Residential; commercia

- :
Larm; pursery school
OriginalResidential and private farm

DESCRIPTION:

a2 te D 1783

SourceNina Fletcher Little, Some 0l1d

Brookline Houses

Show property's location in relation Style not—appiz

to nearest cross streets and/or

geographical features. Indicate Architectinfermation not available
all buildings between inventoried

property and nearest intersection. Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Indicate north.

Outbuildings barns, tenant's cottage

other farm buildings

See attached map
Yey

j i Wi tes
1. Lawrence Youse Major alterations (with dates)

2."Long barn"with attached residence, shed extensive remocdelling to Harris house-197¢
3. Nursery School building/hun
4. John Harris House

5. Tenant's Cottage

G. Sheds ard Qreenhouses

Moved no Date

Approx. acreage approximately 105 acres
in Bostonr and Brookline
1 vl . Tr & = - o = 1
Recorded by Carla Benka Setting House is set ?éhu approx. 1/3 mi
from street at end of dirt road

Organization Brookline Historical Commission

Fall, 1679
Date Newton Quadrangle

UTM References: A: 19/323890/4685240

B: 19/323960/4635730

C: 19/323170/4686000

(Staple additional sheets here) D: 19/323600/4685680

Map #: B2
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the commmity.)

One of a few 18th century houses in Brookline, this structure, originally a simple farm-
house, was extegsively remodelled in 199&. Before that date, beaming in the hall and cel-
lar and the old staircase with very wide board treads were visible and indicated 18th
century constructionu )

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the commmity.)
The John Harris House was built on property which belonged to Robert Harris in 1655.
According to Nina Fletcher Little, the house was probably built by John Harris before
1788. Harris was a farmer as well as a deputy sheriff.

At one time, the property was owned by Mary and Edward Brandegee whose large mansion
still overlooks the house. At the time of Brandegee ownership, the John Harris House
was 'a caretaker's cottage and the entire estate was called Faulkner Farm, named for the
Faulkner family who owned land in this area in the early part of the 19th century.

Today the house is part of Allandale farm, the only working farm left in Brookline.
The farm's acreage encompasses land in both Brookline and. Boston; until 1968, the land
was still priv%gg%xw%armed ﬁbut agter that date it beécame a commercial enterprise.
Although the éﬁrmhouge andcdﬁg of "the barns have heen %ag atically altered, there

are still a numb%E?o§Mg tbuildings, including anog%g;nba%g and numerous sheds(’éﬂ”m‘?)

as well as a tenant's cdttage which remain relatively untouched. Some of the facilities

of the property are used by a private nursery school during the academic year. (#3 oﬂ,n&%l ‘
In addition, part of the acreage crosses over into Boston, MA. There is a greenhouse juSt over
Because the house and outbuildings are set so far back from Newton Street and are the Boston 11
approached by a narrow dirt road, the rural atmosphere of this 18th century farm

has, in large part, been retained.

The John Harris House and farm meet NR criteria A, representing the last working farm

of the town whose first economy was based on agricultural activity.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher)

Little, Nina Fletcher, Some 0ld Brookline Houses
Building permit-19%8
Land Ownership in Brookline

10M - 7/82
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Commmity: Form No:
q93/357-
MASSAGHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION BRooK \ine_ o4-13

Office o:f the Secretary, Boston

Property Name :Ad"j’ HARR\s Hovse
f r—ﬁ&l']

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commmity: Form No:
Brookline 98/357—%5

MASSAGHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, Boston

] .John Harris House and
Property Name: non

ntinued below. ’

Allandale Farm from Newton St.

Allandale Farm - shed
attuched +o %3 on o

Allandale Farm- Tenant's cottage

# S on MAD

Tm at Httom




BOS.MD / BKL.1705

vizhd
41 ')

na
4

“‘amstou
Allandale

John

64




