
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
h : • > 

B r o o k ] I n e 
12 Fairr-aunt P t r e e t 

P e n i d e n t i a 1 

, o v e l l 

Tax l i s t 

V ar j a t i on on Ph 1 n p, 1 e t y I 
John C. 0 1 n sted 

Exterior wall fabric S h i n g l e 

Outbuildings (describe) Met a"1- parage 

Other features? P s t o r i e s . , " a l i a r o o 
(2 s i do r a b i e s »-n t h c e n t r a l dorni* 
s l a t e r o o f , s l i g h t ov?rh?nr at /' 
f 1 . l e v e l decorated, v i t h s a v - t c o 
sh5 nr 1 os , e n t r a n c e p o r c h on 1 e.f t 
r-cpVpd 3 s t o r v days Wnorehes F~ 
A l t e r e d m ^ p m - ^ s ^ Date t v -en 

Moved f^Q Date 

5. Lot size: 1 1 , 3 37 so . f t . 

One acre or less v Over one acre 

Approximate frontage None - has r.iph 
wav over a d ] o i r i i hg 1 and 
Approximate distance of building from strc 

10 0' 

6. Recorded by h e s l 5 ~ Pari i n 

Organization PPP 

Date February 10 8 0 

(ove» w ~7£ /3a7-A 



7. Original owner (if known)_ Fre d e r i c Y La*. 01 

Original use_ Pes i d e n t 5 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
When F r e d e r i c k Law Olmsted dec i d e d to move t o •PjrobH.ine n e r m a n e n t l y , 
(see 99 Warren S t r e e t f o r pore i n f o r m a t i o n on Olmsted) h i s g r e a t 
f r i e n d H. H. Richardson suggested t h a t Olmsted b u i l d a house on Rich­
ardson's p l a c e a t 25 Cottage St. Olmsted, however, p r e f e r r e d t h e 
o l d Joshua C l a r k house nearby, which was a t t r a c t i v e l y s i t e d on two 
acres. T t was j u s t as w e l l he d i d , f o r Richardson d i d not own t h e 
l a n d on Cottage St. b u t r e n t e d from h i s f r i e n d Edward Hooper, and i n 
f a c t t h e s i t e he suggested Olmsted b u i l d on was p a r t l y on h i s n e x t 
door n e i g h b o r ' s l a n d . The C l a r k house was owned by two descendants, 
the Misses Sarah end Susannah C l a r k , who were r e l u c t a n t t o l e a v e t h e 
f a m i l y p l a c e , a l t h o u g h t h e y were i n d i s t r e s s e d c i r c u m s t a n c e s . John 
C. Olmsted h i t on a p l a n t o persuade t h e n - FLO would b u i l d t h e n a 
house on t h e p r o p e r t y and t h e y c o u l d l i v e t h e r e r e n t - f r e e f o r t h e 
r e s t o f t h e i r l i v e s . The o l d C l a r k hou ;e and l a n d would be s u b j e c t 
t o a mortgage so t h a t t h e s i s t e r s would have a r e g u l a r income. They 
c o u l d n o t r e s i s t t h e o f f e r , and i n 1883 moved i n t o t h i s house. 

A c c o r d i n g t o p l a n s and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s i n t h e Olmsted a r c h i v e s , John C. 
Olmsted designed t h i s house, and t h e r e i s evidence t h a t he made chancres 
i n o r d e r t o p l e a s e t h e C l a r k s i s t e r s . T h i s house, se t o f f i n a wooded 
area a t t h e bend o f Fairmount S t . , i s u n l i k e any o t h e r on t h e s t r e e t , 
a l t h o u g h contemporary w i t h some. While not s t r i k i n g i n d e s i g n or s i z e , 
i t shows a n i c e grasp o f p r o p o r t i o n and S h i n g l e S t y l e d e t a i l s , as w e l l 
as b e i n g e x c e l l e n t l y s i t e d on i t s l o t . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Tax l i s t s , 18 82- 811 
P l a n , E n g i n e e r i n g b e n t . , L / l l / C / 2 3 , 1883 
B r o o k l i n e D i r e c t o r y , 1831-82, 1883-84, 1885-86 
Hudak, Joseph,"Some Aspects o f t h e L i f e and Tines o f the Olmsteds", 
Proceedings, ->Br-ookline H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y f o r 1959 

390 " " " Roper, Laura Wood ,"" FLO , * A Biography , p 
P l a n s , Olmsted A r c h i v e s , 1883 c 
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FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Fqrm no. 

3 2?\. 

wn B r o o k l i n e 

dress 

me 

12 Fairmount S t r e e t 

esent use R e s i d e n t i a l 

esent owner ( 

scription: 

te 1883 

L o v e l 11 

Source 'ax l a s t 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

yle V a r i a t i o n on S h i n g l e S t y l e 
Architect J o h n c- Olmsted 

Exterior wall fabric S h i n g l e 

Outbuildings (describe) M e t a l garage 

Other features2^> s t o r i e s , .gable r o o f 
(2 s i d e gables w i t h c e n t r a l dormer) 
s l a t e r o o f , s l i g h t overhang a t 2nd 
f 1 . l e v e l d e c o r a t e d w i t h s aw-tooth 
s h i n g l e s , e n t r a n c e porch on l e f t , 
5-sided 3 s t o r y bays w/porches be-
Altered Date tween 

Moved Date 

5. Lot size: 11 ,337 sq. f t . 

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 

Approximate frontage None - has r i g h t o i 
way over a d j o i n i n g l a n d 
Approximate distance of building from street 

(over) 

6. Recorded by L e s l i e L a r k i n 

Organization BHC 

Date February 19 8 0 

37M-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) m m F r e d e r i c k Law Olmsted 

Original use R e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
When F r e d e r i c k Law Olmsted decided t o move t o ->Bj?ookline p e r m a n e n t l y , 
(see 99 Warren S t r e e t f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n on Olmsted) his g r e a t 
f r i e n d H. H. Richardson suggested t h a t Olmsted b u i l d a house on R i c h ­
ardson's p l a c e a t 2 5 Cottage St. Olmsted, however, p r e f e r r e d t h e 
o l d Joshua C l a r k house nearby, which was a t t r a c t i v e l y s i t e d on two 
a c r e s . I t was j u s t as w e l l he d i d , f o r Richardson d i d n o t own t h e 
l a n d on Cottage St. b u t r e n t e d f r o m h i s f r i e n d Edward Hooper, and i n 
f a c t t h e s i t e he suggested Olmsted b u i l d on was p a r t l y on h i s n e x t 
door n e i g h b o r ' s l a n d . The C l a r k house was owned by two descendants, 
t h e Misses Sarah and Susannah C l a r k , who were r e l u c t a n t t o l e a v e t h e 
f a m i l y p l a c e , a l t h o u g h t h e y were i n d i s t r e s s e d c i r c u m s t a n c e s . John 
C. Olmsted h i t on a p l a n t o persuade them - FLO would b u i l d them a 
house on t h e p r o p e r t y and t h e y c o u l d l i v e t h e r e r e n t - f r e e f o r t h e 
r e s t o f t h e i r l i v e s . The o l d C l a r k house and l a n d would be s u b j e c t 
t o a mortgage so t h a t t h e s i s t e r s would have a r e g u l a r income. They 
c o u l d n o t r e s i s t t h e o f f e r , and i n 1883 moved i n t o t h i s house. 

A c c o r d i n g t o p l a n s and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s i n t h e Olmsted a r c h i v e s , John C. 
Olmsted designed t h i s house, and t h e r e i s evidence t h a t he made changes 
i n o r d e r t o please t h e C l a r k s i s t e r s . T h i s house, s e t o f f i n a wooded 
area a t t h e bend o f Fair-mount S t . , i s u n l i k e any o t h e r on t h e s t r e e t , 
a l t h o u g h contemporary w i t h some. While n o t s t r i k i n g i n d e s i g n o r s i z e , 
i t shows a n i c e grasp o f p r o p o r t i o n and S h i n g l e S t y l e d e t a i l s , as w e l l 
as b e i n g e x c e l l e n t l y s i t e d on i t s l o t . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Tax l i s t s , 1882-84 
P l a n , E n g i n e e r i n g Dept., L / l l / C / 2 3 , 1883 
B r o o k l i n e D i r e c t o r y , 1881-82, 1883-84, 1885-86 
Hudak, Joseph, "Some Aspects o f t h e L i f e and Tim.es o f t h e 01ms t e d s " , 
Proceedings , •'Brookline H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y f o r 19 5 9 
Roper, Laura Wood, FLO, A B i o g r a p h y , p. 390 
P l a n s , Olmsted A r c h i v e s , 1883 - » 
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