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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

3~ 

Town B r o o k l i n e 

Address 130 Warren S t r e e t 

Name 
Present use R e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner G . F. J r . 

escription: 

S. Gardner 

ate 1840 
SOME OLD BROOKLINE HOUSES 

Source bv Nina F l e t c h e r L i t t l e 

'Style 
ome Gothic R e v i v a l i n f l u e n c e 

Architect I n f o r m a t i o n n o t a v a i l a b l e Exterior wall fabric ClaDboard 
Garage and 

Outbuildings (describe) greenhouse: 

Other features U-shap.ed w i t h appendage 

s t e e p l y p i t c h e d gable r o o f s , diamond 

pane g l a s s ; 5 chimneys, c l a p b o a r d ex' 

Altered Yes* Date 

Moved n n Date — 

5. Lot size: 220 ,262 sq. f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre X 

Approximate frontage 5 30 ' 

1904 

1927 
1928 
1925 
1961 

- P a n t r y a l t e r e d and an e x t e n s i o n 
b u i l t on e l l f o r s e r v a n t s quar­
t e r s . 

- Greenhouses b u i l t . 
- P a r t o f b u i l d i n g t a k e n down. 
- 1 - s t o r v a d d i t i o n , 18'X3,6'. 

r , , - , (over) - t i l - , removed. 

Approximate distance of building from street 

175 ' 

6. Recorded by L e s l i e L a r k i n - r e s e a r c h 
C a r l a B e n k a - c o m p i l a t i o n & w r i t e - u p 
Organization BHC 

Date May 1982 



7. Original owner (if known) ****** Stephen H i g g i n s o n P e r k i n s 

Original use S i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates SW^s 

8. Themes (check as many as appHcable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
H i g h l y v i s i b l e f rom t he s t r e e t because o f t h e t a l l chimneys, s i t i n g 
on s m a l l h i l l , and e x t e n s i v e greenhouses, #130 Warren S t r e e t was b u i l t 
c. 1840. Over the years i t has undergone s e v e r a l a l t e r a t i o n s , i n ­
c l u d i n g t h e a d d i t i o n o f an e l l i n 190 4 w h i c h was subseq u e n t l y removed 
i n 1961. The 1925 one. s t o r y 1 8 ' 8 2 5 4 " a d d i t i o n remains. A l t h o u g h t he 
somewhat b l o c k y , two s t o r y h i p r o o f p o r t i o n tends t o dominate t he 
house, s p e c i a l n o t i c e s h o u l d be g i v e n t o t h e s t e e p l y p i t c h e d i n t e r ­
s e c t i n g g a b l e d r o o f , diamond pane windows, gable dormers, and deep 
eaves. A l l o f these c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s are a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e i n ­
f l u e n c e o f the Gothic R e v i v a l s t y l e , y e t t h e e n t r a n c e t o the house, 
w i t h i t s f a n l i g h t and s i d e l i g h t s , i s more c l a s s i c a l i n o r i e n t a t i o n . 
The greenhouses were b u i l t i n 1927 by Mrs. C.C. E l y . 

L i k e many o f t h e o t h e r homes i n t h e "Green H i l l " a r e a , t h i s house was 
b u i l t and f i r s t o c c upied by a Boston merchant who was r e l a t e d , e i t h e r ^ 
by d i r e c t descent or by m a r r i a g e , t o many o f the o t h e r p r o p e r t y owners, 
i n t h e neighborhood. W r i t t e n documents i n d i c a t e t h a t t h i s house 
was b u i l t f o r Stephen H i g g i n s o n P e r k i n s , son o f Samuel G. P e r k i n s 
and Barbara H i g g i n s o n P e r k i n s . Samuel was a b r o t h e r o f James and 4 

Thomas Handasyd P e r k i n s ] t h e former l i v e d i n Jamaica P l a i n w h i l e 
the l a t t e r l i v e d a t t h e c o r n e r o f Heath and Warren S t r e e t s (See 450 
Warren S t r e e t ) . Samuel l i v e d a t 25 Cottage S t r e e t . Stephen P e r k i n s ' s 
u n c l e on h i s mother's s i d e , Stephen H i g g i n s o n ] 'owned 215 Warren S t r e e t 
f o r a s h o r t w h i l e . L i k e many o f h i s r e l a t i v e s , Stephen P e r k i n s was 
a merchant, a l t h o u g h he was not i n v o l v e d I n t h e P e r k i n s ' s f i r m . He 
was a p a r t n e r w i t h Supply Clap Thwing who l a t e r worked f o r Thomas 
and James P e r k i n s . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Seaburg and P a t e r s o n , Merchant P r i n c e o f Boston, Harvard Univ. P r e s s , 197 
Nina F l e t c h e r L i t t l e , Some Old B r o o k l i n e Houses 
H a r r i e t Woods, H i s t o r i c a l Sketches o f B r o o k l i n e 
Crawford, Mary C a r o l i n e , Famous F a m i l i e s o f Massachusetts, V o l . I , 
L i t t l e Brown and Co., 1930 
Map-1844, 1855 
Boston D i r e c t o r y - 1 8 4 4 , 1852 • -
A t l a s e s ( B r o o k l i ) - 1884,1888,1893,1897,1900,1907 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. 

( I t was Stephen P e r k i n s who w r o t e i n 1846 i n a l e t t e r t o h i s s i s t e r : 
" S p r i n g i s v e r y e a r l y and peas, beans, and c o u n t r y houses are gr o w i n g 
up i n B r o o k l i n e famously. I t i s g e t t i n g so h o r r i b l y f a s h i o n a h l e as 
t o be q u i t e a b o r e . " 

Other occupants o f t h e house i n c l u d e d Charles Head, a b r o k e r I n the f i r m 
o f Charles Dudley Head and Thomas Handasyd P e r k i n s , J r . whoee o f f i c e s 
were l o c a t e d a t 45 S t a t e S t r e e t . Head was a l s o a selectman i n B r o o k l i n e 
f r o m 1870 t o 1875- An e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y owner was Charles Sprague 
Sargent, founder o f the A r n o l d Arboretum and n o t e d h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t . 
His n i e c e , Cora Codman E l y , b u i l t t h e greenhouses on t h e p r o p e r t y I n 
the l a t e 1920's. 

Community: Form No: 
B r o o k l i n e 32/333-10/ 

Property Name: 130 Warren S t r e e t 

T h i s house meets NR c r i t e r i a A and C, r e p r e s e n t i n g the type o f e s t a t e 
which s o c i a l l y and f i n a n c i a l l y e l i t e Boston merchants e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n B r o o k l i n e d u r i n g the l a t e 18th and f i r s t h a l f o f the 19th cent r i e s 
as t h e i r " c o u n t r y s e a t s . " < . " 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form a t b torn 
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