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4 . Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross street?"and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 
H H 

Town Brooklxne 

Address 2 09 Sargent Road 

Name I g n a t i u s Sargent House 

Present use R e s i d e n t i a l 

~ r r . 
Present owner The N o r t h e r n T r u s t Co./ 

Description: 

Date 1845 

Source Maps, Some Old B r o o k l i n e 
Houses 

Style Bracketed Mode 

Architect R i c h a r d Upjohn 

Exterior wall fabric Sandstone 
S h i n g l e d 2-car 

Outbuildings (describe) garage 

Other features 2 1/2 s t o r i e s , square 
cross g a b l e d r o o f , e l a b o r a t e stone 

b r a c k e t s , l a b e l m o l d i n g s ; l o g g i a 

Altered ,es: Date 

Moved r\o Date — 

5. Lot size: 142 ,313 sc. f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre X 

125 ' Approximate frontage 

Date unknown - 2 - s t o r y wing added. 
1954 - E x t e n s i v e i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s . 

Approximate distance of building from street 
22 5 ' 

6. Recorded byCarla Benka; r e j i s e a r c h -
L e s l i e L a r k i n , C a r l a Benka 
Organization 

Date May 1983 

(over) 
• j "3CU33-5,-;? 



This house meets NR c r i t e r i a A,B,and C, i>e.ing the type o f e s t a t e s which 
s o c i a l l y prominent and f i n a n c i a l l y e l i t e Boston merchants e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n the r u r a l e n v i r o n s of B r o o k l i n * ; being an example o f the d o m e s t i c a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e of R i c h a r d Uphohn; and being the home o f the I g n a t i u s Sargent family 

7. Original owner (if known) I g n a t i u s Sargent 

Original use S i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates <$(AW\/^ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation x Recreation 
A g r i c u l t u r a l / H o r t i c u l t u r e ^ Education x Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce x Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development x Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Number 209 Sargent Road i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y house, square i n f o r m , w i t h a cross 
g a b l e d r o o f , eaves w i t h e l a b o r a t e / s t o n e b r a c k e t s , l a r g e d e n t i l s t r i n g c o u r s i n g 
above the second f l o o r , and lab(](e/moldings over t h e 2nd and 3 r d f l o o r x^indows. 
The e x t e r i o r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l i s dark sandstone, c u t i n b l o c k s , and t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n and s i d e w a l l s u p p o r t s are o f two f o o t stone b l o c k e s A t e n f o o t 
wide l o g g i a wraps around t h r e e f o u r t h s o f the r e s i d e n c e w i t h a r o o f overhang 
s u p p o r t e d by masonry p i l l a r s (reeded) and G o t h i c stone arches w i t h m e t a l 
t r a c e r y . 
The d e s i g n appears t o have been i n f l u e n c e d by what A.J. Downing r e f e r r e d 
t o i n h i s book Cottage Residences as t h e B r a c k e t e d Mode, a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 
I t a l i a n a t e , G o t h i c R e v i v a l , and Swiss C h a l e t s t y l e f e a t u r e s . The veranda, 
q u i t e u n u s u a l f o r B r o o k l i n e homes, i s s i m i l a r t o one f o u n d a t " K n o l l " i n 
T a r r y t o w n , New York, the work o f A.J. Davis. I t p r o v i d e s a semi-enclosed 
t r a n s i t i o n a l spaeebetween t h e s e t t i n g and t h e symmetry o f t h e house i t s e l f . 
T h i s p i c t u r e s q u e f e a t u r e c r e a t e s an a p p r o p r i a t e c o n n e c t i o n t o the l a n d s c a p i n g 
th e house, o r i g i n a l l y p a r t o f "Holm Lea", p l a n n e d by b o t h I g n a t i u s and 
Chrales Sprague Sargent, t h e l a t t e r an a r d e n t b e l i e v e r i n t h e " p i c t u r e s q u e " 
as opposed t o the " f o r m a l " s c l i p o l o f landscape d e s i g n . Today, 209 Sargent 
Road s t i l l commands a v i e w ^ > f e l 5 a r g e n t 1 s Pond, a man-made f e a t u r e , as w e l l 
as t h e b r o a d lawns o f t h e house l o t i t s e l f . The p r o p e r t y i s j u s t under 
t h r e e acres and f e a t u r e s mature evergreens and hardwood t r e e s w h i c h c r e a t e 
a w e l l p r o t e c t e d and p r i v a t e s e t t i n g . 
We know t h a t t h e house was b u i l t i n 1845, and t h e r e are s t r o n g i n d i c a t i o n s 
t h a t i t was designed by R i c h a r d Upjohn, a l t h o u g h no drawings have been found. 
Upjohn designed a number o f G o t h i c R e v i v a l s t y l e homes i n Brookline,- i n c l u d i n g 
those b e l o n g i n g t o Theodore Lyman and John Thayer; b o t h have been demolished. 
St. Paul's Church, a l s o by Upjohn, s t i l l stands a t t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f St. 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 
M.G. Van Rensselaer, "A Suburban Country Place",The Century Magazine, May, 1897 
Hazel C o l l i m s , "Landscape Gardening i n B r o o k l i n e " , 1 9 0 3 " 
A.J. Downing, Landscape Gardening 
C y n t h i a Z a i t z e v s k y , F r e d e r i c k Law Olmsted and t h e Boston Park System 
200th A n n i v e r s a r y o f B r o o k l i n e , Massachusetts (1905) p. 133 
W i l h e l m M i l l e r - " S u c c e s s f u l American Gardens V I I - Holm L e a " ( L i b r a r y f i l e s ) 
C h a r i t y Bazaar- Holm Lea, June 6, 1908- Program-in B r o o k l i n e Room 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. 
9. H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Paul S t r e e t and A s p i n w a l l Avenue. 
The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f 209 Sargent Road i s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o a number o f f a c t o r s . 
F i r s t , i t i s one o f the more a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t houses i n Brook­
l i n e and p r o b a b l y the town's o n l y r e m a i n i n g example o f domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e 
by R i c h a r d Upjohn. Second, i t i s the o n l y s u r v i v i n g maj'or b u i l d i n g t h a t was 
p a r t , o f t h e w o r l d famous Sargent e s t a t e , and l a s t , i t was f o r many years 
the home o f I g n a t i u s Sargent, w e l l known merchant, e n t h u s i a s t i c h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t 
master p l a n n e r o f Holm Lea, and f a t h e r o f Charles Sprague Sargent. (See 
Sargent's Pond) 
I g n a t i u s Sargent was bo r n i n Boston i n 1800, a descendant o f W i l l i a m Sar­
gent who came f r o m E x e t e r , England t o Agawam, Massachusetts about 1625. 
I g n a t i u s Sargent had no f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n , b u t began h i s a p p r e n t i c e s h i p 
i n t r a d e and ba n k i n g w i t h Thomas H. P e r k i n s and h i s b r o t h e r James (See 
450 Warren S t r e e t ) . At the age o f 21 , he founded the f i r m o f Sargent and 
Brooks ( P e t e r Chardon Brooks) w i t h o f f i c e s on C e n t r a l Wharf i n Boston. They 
were w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d i n t r a d e w i t h t h e East I n d i e s . I n 1830 Sargent became 
a d i r e c t o r o f the Globe Bank and t w e l v e years l a t e r , i t s pres i d e n t . I n 
a d d i t i o n , he was a d i r e c t o r o f the Western R a i l r o a d w h i c h , a f t e r i t s c o n s o l ­
i d a t i o n w i t h t h e Boston and Worcester, became the Boston and Albany; a d i r e c ­
t o r o f the C o n n e c t i c u t R i v e r R a i l r o a d ; and manager o f th e Massachusetts 
H o s p i t a l L i f e I n s u r a n c e Company. 
Dur i n g t h e 1830's he l i v e d a t #2 Joy S t r e e t on Beacon H i l l , n e x t t o C o l o n e l 
Thomas H. P e r k i n s . I n 1845 he purchased f o u r a d j o i n i n g p l o t s o f l a n d w h i c h 
had belonged t o the Murdock, K e n d r i c k , and C l a r k f a m i l i e s , and moved t o 
B r o o k l i n e , presumably o f P e r k i n s who l i v e d t h e r e d u r i n g t h e summer months. 
Sargent b u i l t h i s brownstone mansion i n 1845, b u t d i d n o t take up year round 
r e s i d e n c y i n B r o o k l i n e u n t i l 1852. Between 1845 and 1873 Sargent purchased 
n e i g h b o r i n g e s t a t e s and e v e n t u a l l y owned 150 acres o f l a n d , t h e l a r g e s t p r i ­
v a t e e s t a t e i n th e Boston area. Here he i n d u l g e d h i s i n t e r e s t i n h o r t i c u l t u r e , 

" t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e r o l l i n g t e r r a i n i n t o handsome p a r k l a n d and gardens" ( S u t t o n ) 
Among t h e e s t a t e s which Sargent purchased were those b e l o n g i n g t o th e Lee 
and Cook f a m i l i e s . I n th e case o f th e l a t t e r , much had a l r e a d y t a k e n p l a c e 
i n terms o f l a n d s c a p i n g and h o r t i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . The Lee e s t a t e , some 
o f w h i c h was i n Jamaica P l a i n , c o n s i s t e d o f 23 acres o f l a n d as w e l l as 
a house, s t a b l e , and greenhouse. I n Downing's day, i t was famous f o r i t s 
f a r e i m p o r t e d rhododendron and mountain l a u r e l . 

Thomas Lee e s t a b l i s h e d h i s c o u n t r y seat about 1825, p u r c h a s i n g l a n d w h i c h 
had belonged t o th e Buckminster f a m i l y . The Buckminsters were one o f t h e 
o r i g i n a l f a m i l i e s o f B r o o k l i n e , and t h e i r f a r m comprised a t l e a s t a p a r t 
o f t h e Sargent e s t a t e . I n d e s c r i b i n g t h e l a n d o f her a n c e s t o r s , E l i z a 
Buckminster Lee, w i f e o f Thomas, w r o t e " I f we may i n f e r a n y t h i n g from the 
s e l e c t i o n o f Thomas Buckminster's f a r m i n B r o o k l i n e , he must have had an eye 
f o r p i c t u r e s q u e beauty. His d w e l l i n g s t o o d a t th e f o o t o f wooded h e i g h t s 
covered w i t h a dense sh r u b b e r y , and f r i n g e d a l l up th e r o c k y s i d e s w i t h -± 
d e l i c a t e p e n s i l e branches nnd hanging v i n e s . A r a p i d brook descending f r o m 
the r o c k y h e i g h t s r a n p a s t h i s door, s p r e a d i n g o u t and w i n d i n g i n th e meadow 
i n f r o n t . Jamaica Lake... s l e p t t r a n q u i l l y i n f u l l s i g h t o f t h e house." 
I t s h o u l d be n o t e d 1. t h a t Mrs. Lee w r o t e a number o f books f r o m her. home 

S t a b l e t o I n v e n t o r y form a t b\ com 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. 
9. H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 
h e r e , i n c l u d i n g Sketches o f New England and Naomi. 

E l i z a ' s husband, Thomas, was a h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t and contemporary o f t h e 
Pe r k i n s b r o t h e r s . He was p a r t i c u l a r l y f o n d o f azeleas and rhododendron 
c u l t i v a t i o n , and i n d e s c r i b i n g Lee's home i n B r o o k l i n e , A.J. Downing 
w r o t e , " E n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y f o n d o f botany and g a r d e n i n g i n a l l departments, 
Mr. Lee has here formed a r e s i d e n c e o f as much v a r i e t y and i n t e r e s t as 
we ever saw i n as moderate a compass. I t i s in d e e d n o t o n l y the most i n ­
s t r u c t i v e p l a c e t o the amateur o f landscape g a r d e n i n g , b u t t o the n a t u r a l i s t 
and l o v e r o f t r e e s . There i s a g r e a t d e a l o f v a r i e t y i n the s u r f a c e here 
and w h i l e t h e lawn i n f r o n t o f t h e house has a p o l i s h e d and g r a c e f u l 
a i r , one o r two o t h e r p o r t i o n s are q u i t e p i c t u r e s q u e . " In- r e f e r r i n g t o 
h i s lawn, Mary Poor, i n h e r "^Recollections o f B r o o k l i n e " w r o t e : " I t was our 
f i r s t r e a l i z a t i o n o f th e meaning o f t h a t word, so common even t h e n i n 
E n g l i s h books." 

The Lee e s t a t e was purchased by D a n i e l Dwight (see 190 Warren S t r e e t ) 
i n 1868; he s o l d i t t o Sargent t h r e e years l a t e r . The Cook p r o p e r t y 
was bought by W i l l i a m Dwight. He owned i t f o r e i g h t years b e f o r e 
s e l l i n g i t t o Sargent i n 1873. A l t h o u g h Sargent owned i t i n the 1870's, 
he s t i l l a l l o w e d D w i g h t 1 s son, C h a r l e s , t o l i v e i n the c o t t a g e (see 
126 Cottage S t r e e t ) . I n 1868, I g n a t i u s Sargent e n t r u s t e d h i s son Charles 
w i t h the f u l l t i m e management o f th e e s t a t e w h i c h was a l s o a w o r k i n g 
f a r m a t t h i s t i m e . I t was i n th e l a t e 1860's t h a t t h e p l a n t i n g o f 
rhododendron on a l a r g e s c a l e was commenced and t h a t t h e l a s t e r a o f 
t r e e p l a n t i n g began. L i k e h i s predecessors Thomas Lee and I g n a t i u s 
Sargent, Charles Sargent purchased r a r e s p e c i e s and t h e n went one st e p 
f a r t h e r by hewing o u t the " g l o r i u s v i s t a s " f o r w h i c h Holm Lea was so 
w e l l known. I t m i g h t a l s o have been a t t h i s t i m e t h a t Sargent's Pond 
t o o k on i t s p r e s e n t appearance, h a v i n g been t r a n s f o r m e d by Charles Sargent 
f r o m a n a t u r a l l y boggy spot w i t h a brook f l o w i n g near i t i n t o a p i c t u r e s q u e 
pond. 

A l t h o u g h i t was I g n a t i u s Sargent who purchased t h e l a n d , i t was h i s son who 
u l t i m a t e l y d esigned t h e p l a n w h i c h would u n i t e t h e t h r e e major estates:Cook, 
Lee, and Sargent, u n d o u b t e d l y i m p l e m e n t i n g many o f h i s f a t h e r ' s ideas and' 
wishes. (For more on th e e s t a t e and Charles Sargent, see Sargent's Pond) 

I g n a t i u s , whose success i n grape c u l t u r e was so g r e a t t h a t he e x h i b i t e d 
bunches o f th e Black Hamburg grape w e i g h i n g between f o u r and s i x pounds, 
d i e d i n 1884. His e s t a t e was l e f t t o h i s second w i f e , H e n r i e t t a Gray Sargent. 
A f t e r h e r death i n the mid 1890's, Charles Sargent, J r . e t a l became the 
t r u s t e e s . I g n a t i u s Sargent's home came i n t o t h e hands o f h i s grandson, James 
M. Codman, J r . , an a t t o r n e y . Another grandson, Henry Sargent Codman, became 
a landscape a r c h i t e c t and j o i n e d t he f i r m o f Olmsted and Olmsted.A. granddaughter 
m a r r i e d t h e a r c h i t e c t Guy L o w e l l , w h i l e a n o t h e r granddaughter m a r r i e d W i l l i a m 
E l y and l i v e d a t 130 Warren S t r e e t . The e s t a t e was s u b d i v i d e d , b e g i n n i n g i n 
the l a t e 1920's, and t h i s house was purchased by Samuel M i x t e r . 

S t a b l e t o I n v e n t o r y f o r m a t bj t om 
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