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M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N 

4. M a p . D r a w sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. F o r m no. 

& 7 5 / ^ - 2 - i 4 

bwn Brookllne 

me Moses Williams-Hunt House 

he sent use Residential 

dress 30 Warren Street 

esent owner Lawrence Cutler 

Ascription: 

tte 1885 

SourceBrookline Chronicle- 9/5/85 

style Queen Aine/ Medieval Revival 

Architect paflhr^y j St n a m a 

Exterior wall fabricWood shingles/at on a 
shed 

Outbuildings (describe)Matchlng 1-story/ 

Other features Stone base; shingle ft _ 
half-timbering; irreg. massing; 2§ 
stories; multi-gabled roof; cross 
gable pierced by chiisney; entrance -

in overhung half-timbered pavlllion; 
two rear wings. 
Altered Yes* 

Moved no 

Date 

Date 

Lot size: 41770 S q # f e et 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

115' _ Approximate frontage 

* 1 ft 2 story extension for servants; 
1-story bay on south side, - 1901 

Sun room over piazza - 1910 
Aidition to 2nd story - 1918 6. Recorded by 
Stable remodeled into 1-family 

dwelling - 1948 

Approximate distance of building from street 

95 • 
L. Lark in, W , Frontier© 

ft S . Oti 

Organization .BHJL 
O c t . 1977 

Date RpyisPd A i g . 79 

(over) 



B i o , , n c n 

7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Moses B . W i l l i a m s 

R e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (eheck as many as applicable) 

- • 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
C o m m e r c e 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

• 

In 1877 Moses W i l l i a m s b o u g h t the old G a r d n e r - G r i d l e y - H u l t o n p l a c e , 
dating from 1 7 4 0 , from N a t h a n i e l C h a p i n . (See 16 Warren S t . , H a r r i e t 
W o o d s , K i s t . Sketches of B r o o k l i n e , and Pamphlet F i l e , Public L i b r a r y ) . 
In 188 5 he commenced building this h o u s e , and w h e n it w a s finished h e 
tore down the old house n e a r b y . W i l l i a m s was a l a w y e r , a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
in the M a s s a c h u s e t t s Legislature ( 1 8 7 4 - 7 6 ) , Chairman of the Town S e l e c t ­
men ( 1 8 7 9 ) , and President of the State Street Trust Company and of the 
Fitchburg RR C o . This h o u s e , designed by Peabody and S t e a r n s , is of 

-special i n t e r e s t , as it presages the styles (Shingle and T u d o r / M e d i e v a l 
Revival) of the large number of houses built in the 1 8 9 0 ' s and early 
1900's on the old Bowditch estate near the r e s e r v o i r (Walnut £ W a r r e n 
Sts.) and along D u d l e y S t . and W e l c h R d . It w a s one of a n u m b e r of e s t ­
ates in the area that w e r e landscaped b y Olmsted A s s o c . ( 1 9 0 0 ) . Peabody 
and S t e a r n s , both Brookline r e s i d e n t s , headed a n a t i o n a l l y known firm 
w i t h offices in other cities as w e l l as B o s t o n . In 1893 they w e r e chosen 
to design the.Massachusetts b u i l d i n g at the Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago. (See Holden article for noted b u i l d i n g s ) . The firm designed 
many public buildings in B r o o k l i n e as w e l l as r e s i d e n c e s , of w h i c h this 
is one of the m o s t i m p r e s s i v e . In massing it is somewhat similar to 
their ''Bleak H o u s e " for Ross W i n a n , completed in N e w p o r t , R . I . in 1893 , 
considered one of their best d e s i g n s . The irregular m a s s i n g , liberal 
use of gables and dormers to articulate the m a s s , and " r e v i v a l " touches 
such as h a l f - t i m b e r i n g and leaded w i n d o w panes give the house a certain 
romanticism w h i c h is enhanced b y the s e t t i n g . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early m a p s , etc.) The Peabody T o u c h : Peabody £ Stearns of B o s t o n , Wheat on A . 
Brookline C n r c - i S c l e ^ S e & ^ i W s * P 1 9 7 3 > Vol. X X X I I , N o , 2 
Brookline Houses and E s t a t e s , Pamphlet F i l e , Brookline Public Library 
A H i s t o r y of the Town of B r o o k l i n e , M a s s , 1 6 3 0 - 1 9 0 6 , The Brookline Press 
C o . , B r o o k l i n e , 1906 
A t l a s e s , 1 8 8 4 , 1888 
Tax l i s t s , 1876-77 

D e e d s , Norfolk C o . C o u r t h o u s e , D e d h a m , L i b . 19 5, f. 1 4 1 , L i b . 19 7 , f. 7 4 
Plans in 'Boston Public Library 

P l a n , E n g i n e e r i n g | r t . , 1 8 5 0 , L/12/D/16 
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